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KU KLUX KLAN 



The House having under consideration the bill 
(H. R. No. 320) to enforce the provisions of the 
fourteenth amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, and for other purposes — 

Mr. STEVENSON said: 

Mr. Speaker : Legislative assemblies ascer- 
tain the facts upon which they base their pro* 
ceedings from four sources of evidence. 

The most important is "common fame," 
"the general voice" of the people. Upon 
knowledge derived from this source general 
laws are usually enacted. The fact of the 
existence of the Ku Klux Klan is attested 
by the "general voice" of the people of the 
South in hourly utterance, by every channel 
of intelligence — by the press, by mail, by tel- 
egraph, by social intercourse. 

The second source of information is the 
statements and knowledge of members. Is 
there any member in this House on either side 
who does not know of his own knowledge or 
upon statements of his fellow- members that 
there be Ku Klux in many parts of the south- 
ern States ? After careful inquiry I have been 
unable to find any such member, and every 
gentleman who has addressed the House has 
averred or expressly or tacitly admitted the fact. 

The third source is official documents — mes- 
sages and proclamations of the President, and 
reports of executive officers to Congress : and 
these are on oar desks in piles, attesting the 
existence, character, pnrposes, and operations 
of the Klan. 

The fourth source of evidence, least used by 
legislative assemblies though most certain in 
its results, is the testimony of witnesses sum- 
moned according to law and examined and 
cross- examined under oath. We have tomes 
of such testimony, containing thousands of 
pages of the sw^rn evidence of witnesses who 
prove the widespread existence and the law- 
less doings of the Ku Kiux Klan. Let us leek 
into these volumes of official documents and 
sworn evidence. 



GEORGE H. THOMAS. 

Here Is the testimony of one whose word will 
weigh with that of any man since Washington, 
George H. Thomas, who appeared before the 
House Committee on Reconstruction on the 
29th day of January, 186G : 

I do not think it would be safe at this time to re- 
move the national troops from Tennessee or with- 
draw martial law, or to restore the writ of habeas 
corpus to its full extent. * * * .* * 

Question* Have you any reason to believe that 
there may be another outbreak? 

Answer. I have received communications from va- 
rious persons in the South that there was an under- 
standing among: the rebels, and perhaps organisa- 
tions formed or forming, for the purpose of gaining 
as many advantages for themselves as possible; ana 
I have heard it also intimated that these men are 
very anxious and would do all in their power to in- 
volve the United Spates in a foreign war, so that, if 
a favorable opportunity should offer, they might 
turn against the Government of the United States 
again. I do not think they will ever a^aln attempt 
an outbreak on their own account, because they all 
admit that they had a fair trial in the late rebellion 
and got thoroughly worsted. Taere is no done: bat 
wha: there is a universal disposition among the 
rebels in the South to embarrass the Government in 
its administration, if they can. so as to gain as many 
advantages for themselves as possible. 

stiaa, In what could those advantages consist, 
in breaking up the Government"? 

Answer. Ehey vrish to be recognised as citizens >f 
the United States, with the same rights that thcy 
had before the war. 

Question. How can they do that— by in 
in a war with England s>r Frane* 
would take part against us f 

Atisvrer. Iu that event their desire is to rees 
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ions of the community : a criminal who is popular 
■with the uiob can sot law at defiance, but if si min 
is only charged with or suspected of crime, if he is 
inimical to the community, he is likely to bo hanged 
to the nearest tree, or shot down at his own door. 

The causes of this lawlessness are different in the 
different States, and apply more particularly to 
Kentucky and Icnncssee. In Tennessee, where a 
innjority of the late rebels arc disfranchised, they 
and sympathizers with them, have a hatred for the 
State authorities which is unconcealed and aggres- 
sive. In localities where the disfranchised element 
is strong, a spirit of persecution toward those in 
sympathy with tho authorities, those who recognize 
the political rights of the enfranchised negroes, and 
the negroes themselves, especially shows itself in 
utter contempt of all respect for law. Violence is 
openly talked of. Tho editorials of the public press 
are such as to create the most intense hatred in the 
breasts of ex-rebels and their sympathizers. The 
effect of this is to cause disturbance throughout the 
btate, by inciting the rullianly portion of this class 
ot _ citizens to murder, rob. and maltreat white 
Unionists and colored people, in localities where 
there ure no United States troops stationed. The 
local authorities often have not tho will, and more 
often have not tho power, to suppress or prevent 
these outrages. 

In Kentucky disfranchisement cannot ho alleged 
as a reason for the disturbance; here tho mass of 
tho people are in sympathy with tho State author- 
ities, and those politically opposed make no attempt 
to resist them. Tho colored people are quiet and 
peaccablo; they have no political rights, not being 
enfranchised, yot ruffians aro permitted to tyran- 
nize over them, without fear of punishment." The 
testimony of negroes is refused in the State courts, 
and the United States courts are difficult of access 
to an ignorant people, without friends or influence. 
In some districts ex-Union soldiers are persecuted 
by their more numerous rebel neighbors, until they 
are forced into a resistance which sometimes ends 
with tho loss of their lives, or they are compelled 
in self-defense to emigrate. An appeal to the courts 
affords but little hope for redress, as magistrates 
and juries too often decide in accordance with their 
prejudices, without regard to justice. The control- 
ling cause of tho unsettled condition of affairs in tho 
department is that the greatest efforts made by tho 
defeated insurgents since the close of the war have 
been to promulgate the idea that the cause of lib- 
erty, justice, humanity, equality, and all tho calen- 
dar of the virtues of freedom suffered violence and 
wrong when tho effort for southern independence 
failed. This is, of course, intended as a species of 
political cant, whereby tho crime of treason might 
bo covered with a counterfeit varnish of patriotism, 
so that, the precipitators of tho rebellion might go 
down in history hand in hand with the defenders of 
the Government, thus wiping out with their own 
hands their owu stains, a species of self-fbrgiyeness 
amazing in its effrontery, when it is considered that 
life and property— justly forfeited by the laws. of the 
country, of war, and of nations, through the mag- 
nanimity of the Government and people — were not 
exacted from, them. 

Under this inspiration, the education of the great 
body Of the people, moral, religious, and political, 
has been turned into channels wherein all might 
unite in common. The impoverishment of the 
South, resulting from war and its concomitants, tho 
emancipation of slaves, and the consequent loss of 
substance, the ambiguity and uncertainty of polit- 
ical rights and financial values, as well as personal 
rivalries, have all combined to strengthen the efforts 
of pernicious teachers. The evil done has been 
great, and it is not discernible that an immediate 
improvement, may be expected. 

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient 

sorvaul ' G10. H. THOMAS, 

Major (roifrat (J. S. A., Comma udiiia. 

Adjutant Gknkr.w, U. S. An my, 

Washington Citjj, 1>, C, 



Could evidence be more explicit and con- 
clusive ? It proves the, existence of a secret, 
oath-bound, military, political organization, 
composed of rebels, extending through all the 
late rebel States, and acting in the interest of 
the Democratic party against the Republican 
party by intimidation and violence. General 
llibmas goes to the bottom of the thing when 
lie says : 

" The controlling cause is that the greatest efforts 
made by the deleated insurgents since the close of 
the war have been to promulgate the idea Unit the 
cause of liberty, justice, humanity, equality, and 
alt the calendar of tho virtues of freedom suffered 
violence and wrong when tho effort for southern 
independence failed." * * * • * * 
i "i Ulu i 01 ,' tliis inspiration, the education of the great 
body of the people, moral, religious, and political 
has been turned into channels wherein all might 
unite in common." 

Thissentiment of regret for " the lost cause" 
begets a desire to renew the contest in opposi- 
tion to reconstruction, and hence the Ku Klux. 

ANDREW JOHNSON. 

Andrew Johnson expressed the opinion of 
the Klart itself in his last annual message, 
December 9, 1868, when he said: 

"Tho attemptto place the white population under 
the domination of persons of color in the South has 
impaired, if not destroyed, the kindly relations that 
had previously existed between them; and mutual 
distrust has engendered a feelingof animosity which, 
leading in some instances to collision and bloodshed, 
has prevented that cooperation between the two 
races so essential to the success of industrial enter- 
prises m the southern States. Nor have the inhab- 
itants of those States alone suffered from the dis- 
turbed condition of affairs growing out of these 
congressional enactments. The entire Union has 
been agitated by grave apprehensions of troubles 
which might again involve the peace of the nation ; 
its interests have been injuriously affected by the 
derangement of business and labia- and the conse- 
quent want of prosperity throughout that portion of 
the country." 

Here we have not only his doctrine, but his 
confession that " the entire Union had been 
agitated by grave apprehensions of troubles 
which might again involve the peace of the 
nation." 

The Legislatures and Governors of several 
States called on President Johnson for troops 
to suppress insurrection, and he was com- 
pelled to comply, and gave orders accord- 
ingly ; so that we have not only Ins confession, 
but his official acts. The importance of this 
evidence can hardly be overestimated, for no 
mail was better advised of the character and 
extent of the disorder than .Mr. Johnson. He 
was in accord with the southern Democracy, 
and well informed of their plans, purposes. 
and actions, of which the doings of this organ- 
ization were part. 

SENSE At PoaassT. 

General X. B, Forrest made a statement to 
a correspondent .of the Cincinnati Commercial, 
at Memphis, August 28, 1868, which is pre- 
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d S Is this information torn different sources, 
each entirely independent of the other 2 

qS». So iff u you are informed, what are tho 
lature and objects of this organization / . 




people ot tuo soutii: u posm^u, l>, "*•« ,, 

national debt incurred in consequence ot the rebel- 
lion, or to gain such an ascendency in Congress as to 
nake provision for the assumption by Congress ot 



the debt incurred by the rebel government; also, in 
lease the United States Government can bo involved 
lin a foreign war. to watch their opportunity and take 
■advantage Of the first, that occurs to strike tor tho 
independence of tho States lately in rebellion. 

There is the testimony of George H. Thomas, 
in the winter of 1866, showing that the chaotic 
rebel elements were then forming into disloyal 
societies in all the States lately in rebellion. 
How did it happen that so soon after they were 
conquered they dared again conspire ? It was 
during the winter of 1866 that the man high- 
est in power was giving them encouragement. 
Andrew Johnson, whom we had honored with 
the second position in the Government, having 
obtained the first by the hand of an assassin, 
was turning his back on the loyal people and 
the cause for which they fought and reviving 
hopes of disco mil ted traitors. February 22, 
IStiG, he made the speech in which he declared 
war upon the Republican party and the rep- 
resentatives of the people and denounced our 
.foremost men. It will be an interesting inquiry 
for history how far this recreant President and 
the rebel leaders then understood each other. 

GENERAL THOMAS'S OFFICIAL KKrOKT. 

In his official report for the year 1SG8 Gen- 
eral Thomas again refers to the subject, and 
says : 

With the close of the last and beginning of the 



wiuwu "a tao ixn ruux iv.ian, wnicu ursi, mane us 
appearance in Giles county. Within a few weeks 
it had spread over a great part of the State and cre- 
ated no little alarm. Accounts of it from many 
sources were received at these headquarters; the 
newspapers recognised its existeucc by publishing 
articles on the subject, either denunciatory or with 
»n attempt to treat its proceedings as harmless 
jokes, according to the political opinions of their 



i-x rm,« Bcotet-nnt commissioner of the Bureau 

of &oos° Frc dm m and Abandoned Lands for 
Tom « oe" !ti his reports, copies of which wore fur- 
fflad mo narrated many of the W***&**8 ««£ 

, n i,,,tion whose acts were shown to bo ot a u\.y\ 
i" s an Sid nature. Organised companies 
of men, mounted and armed, horses «»J"^ n b . B ^« 
disguised, patrolled the country, making demo str.i- 
; tni i wi leul-ited to frighten quiet citizens, and in 
many toSaKK abused and* outraged them, cspe- 
iv that, class of colored people who, by their 
energy, industry, and good conduct, are most prom- 

in Tkat portion of the press of the State whose great- 
est labors are to bring odium upon all who aided to 
"vet I Government from being destroyed by the 
late rebellion hastened to deny the truth ot tho 
statements made to mo, reflected with seventy upon 
their authors and to fortify their assertions procured 
; 1 V bli-4, ; d the certificates of a tow amiable per- 
sons of northern birth who were living in Nashville 
under the protection of a well-organized police force 
that the alarm was a false one. But this only caused 
to be added further evidence confirming the truth 
of tho original statements. IVoui this time forth I 
wis in receipt of stories of oppression and outrage 
committed by these midnight prowlers. It was evi- 
dent that tho old spirit ot proscription was far fioui 
having died out; it had remained a latent fire ready 
to burst, forth with violence upon tho least occasion. 
*■ ♦ * * The metropolitan police of Mem- 
phis arrested the members of one of tho dens at their 
meeting, seized some papers containing what pur- 
ported to be tho oaths and obligations of the mem- 
bers of tho society, which being published caused 
considerable excitement, as by these papers one ot 
tho objects of the society appeared to bo the assas- 
sination of all who interfered with their plans. 
»•-.»■■"#•• * * * • • * 
An explanation of or excuse for the formation of 
the Ku Klux organization, made by its defenders, 
was that it was the natural result of the existence 
of tho "Loyal Leagues," secret organizations ot 
Union men. It is reasonable to suppose this may 
be correct; but in justice to tho latter, however im- 
politic or unwise their acts may be. there has been 
reported to mono one instance of any outrage or 
unlawful act having been committed by them. 
Well-authenticated information leads mo to bclicvo 
that the Ku Klux Klan was primarily but a. species 
of organization without settled plans: but the pecu- 
liar condition of Tennessee, the inability, unwilling- 
ness, and apathy of the local authorities, combined 
to demonstrate that if organized thoroughly, upon a 
semi-military b;isis, thesociety could maintain itself, 
extend its power, and perform whatever it sought to 
do without let or hinderance, its great purpose being - 
to establish a nucleus around which thoadhorcnts 
of the late rebellion, active or passive, might safely 
rally, thus establishing a grand political society, the 
future operations of which would he governed.by 
circumstances fast developing in the then peculiar 
era of exciting public events. It is a, matter of his- 
tory now, acknowledged by its leaders and the public 
press, that, the society did extend itself through- 
out the South, and its operations in the unrecon- 
structed States were of stioh a nature as to require 
the direct interference of tho United States authori- 




uibiziuiia in mo uupnirmiciH ironi violence; in Hicr, 
crimo is connuittod because public opinion favors 
it, or, at least, acquiesces in it. Tho local laws ore 
enforced or not, according to the controlling opiu- 






served with General Thomas's report for that 
year. General Forrest says: 

Tin: KB ivLUx klan. 

Wby BOTWral, we people up North have regarded 

ft? Ku K xi. an organization which existed only 

,1 , VutiuVnvd imaginations oi a few politician*. 

W ell .sir. there tawwh an organization, not only 
inTebnoMeo, bat all over the South, and us num- 
bers have not been exaggerated. 

What arc its number.-, general t .. nn ,„, 1fl . in all 

iii'lV.iiH«wco there are over tarty thousand, in a" 
Chegotttbern States they number about iivo hundred 
and fifty thousand men. , . .. „„„t 

What lithe ohataoter of the organization, may I 

'" Ve' ;°8ir. It in a protective political military or- 
ganization. 1 am willing to show any man the con- 
fututfon of thesooiefcy. ?HT l \&<i%7t£ n It 

pftooBnlaa the Government oi the united btates. At 
doM ftS 8$ anyUiing at all about live government 
if Tonnessae Eta oh] eeta originally wore protection 
aK ffl Loyal Leaguesand the Grand Awrf the 
Republic: but utter it became general it wa& found 
that political matters ami interests could best be 
Promoted within it, and itwas then made apolitical 
organization, giving itfl support, of course, to tne 
Demooratio party. , , , ., 

Bttt is the organization connected throughout the 

Yog, it is. In each voting precinct there is a cap- 
tain who, in addition to his other duties, is required 
to make out a list of names of men in bis precinct, 
giving all the Radicals and all the Democrats who 
are positively known; and showing also the doubt- 
ful on both sides and of both colors. This list of 
names la forwarded to the grand commander of the 
Slate, who is thus enabled to know who are our 
friends and who arc not. 

Can you or are you at liberty to give me the name 
of the commanding officer of this State? 

IS u : it would be impolitic. 

September 8, 1SG8, he wrote a letter to the 
correspondent, in which he qualifies parts of 
the report but does not deny the correctness 
of the above, and says : 

"I said itwas reported, and I believe the report 
that then- arc forty thousand Ku Klux in Tennessee, 
and believe the organization stronger in other 
States." 

COURIER-JOURNAL. 

The Louisville Courier-Journal of a recent 

date declared that — 

The Ku Klux Klan was organized by some of the 
best southern men. leaders in the rebellion, and 
extended from the Potomac to the Rio Grande. 

Thus we have the testimony of George H. 
Thomas, than whom no better man drew sword 
for the- Union ; the testimony of N. B. Forrest, 
than whom no braver man fought in the rebel- 
lion ; the testimony of the Louisville Courier- 
Journal, the best and ablest Democratic paper 
in the South; and the confessions of Andrew 
Johnson by word and act. 

GESBBAL HQWAKD. 

General Howard, in his report for 1868, de- 
scribes the condition of the southern States as 
affected by the Ku Klux Klan. Some gentle- 
men on the other side may affect to discredit 
his evidence-, but the world knows General 
Howard as a brave soldier and a pure philan- 
thropist who hasdoaea grand work of human- 




,, mu. ii . . L^many chief tad Deen appoint. _ 
instead of General Howard? The accounts 
might have been more carefully kept, but what 
would have become of the money ? He re- 
ports : 

"With all that is thrilling in the history of the 
freedmen's education, and encouraging m their 
progress throughout every district during the period 
now reported, we are still compelled to, say that 
embarrassments from the revived rebel spirit of the- 
South, as seen in the facts stated, have thickened 
about our schools. . ..„„ 

" The following from a recent communication 
expresses undoubtedly the truth : 

•"Never was thespirit of opposition morebitterand. 
defiant than at the present time. The civil author- 
ities, being in sympathy with this feeling, wink at 
all outrages ; and the military, located at a few 
points, are often entirely unable to reach the per- 
petrators of wrongs. The truth is, we are in the 
midst of a reign of terror.' " 

VIBGINIA. 

"The secret organization known as the Ku Klux 
Klan have made their appearance in various locali- 
ties, visiting the houses of colored men at night, in 
some cases placing ropes around their necks and 
threatening to hang them on account of their polit- 
ical opinions.'' * * * „* "The object of 
these midnight demonstrations" * * . * , 
" appears to be to intimidate and control the freed- 
men in the exercise of their right of suffrage." 

They have not been so active in Virginia as 
elsewhere, because Democracy controls the 
State. The Ku Klux are not wanton maraud- 
ers : there is method in their murder. They 
do not use extreme measures when milder will 
suffice. There is a surplus of labor in Virginia-; 
land-owners can control freedmen by making 
employment depend on their votes, and this 
advantage, united with intimidation and occa- 
sional violence, enables the Democratic party 
to maintain its ascendency. 

KENTUCKY. 

"In 1867 the number of outrages committed by 
whites against freed people, and officially reported 
by subordinate -officers since October 30, 1866, is as= 
follows, namely: murders, twenty ; shooting, eight- 
een; rape, eleven; otherwise maltreated, two hun- 
dred and seventy; total, three hundred and nine- 
teen. 

" Inl86S, to October 14, the outrages perpetrated by 
the Ku Klux Klan have caused a great exodus into 
other States." ****** « * 

' ' The-number of outrages reported as com mitted by 
whites upon colored people in the State of Kentucky 
during the year is: murders, twenty-six ; rapes, three ; 
shootings, thirty; otherwise maltreated, two hun- 
dred and sixty-five; total, three hundred and twen- 
ty-seven." 

Six hundred and forty-six outrages in two 
years. 

The most unjustifiable and dangerous speech 
I have heard in this debate was made by the 
gentleman from the Ashland district, the suc- 
cessor of Henry Clay, Thomas F. Marshall, 
and John C. Breckinridge. That gentleman 
charges that there is no ground in fact for our 
proposed action against the Ku Klux Klan, 



but that the excitement is a false alarm raised 
to cover tariff intrigues and corruption. There 
is no member of this House more firmly re- 
solved upon action on the pending question 
than myself, yet the gentleman from Kentucky 
and I -will not disagree greatly on the tariff 
unless he asks more protection for hemp than 
I can concede. 

We do not disagree about the u Black-Chor- 
penning"_ fraud, but I wish he would agree 
with me in opposing the McGarrahan claim. 
I agree with him in condemning the Indian 
frauds, and regret that he, having had charge 
of the subject, has not pressed it for action. 
I agree with him in opposing land grants, and 
regret that, he does not always vote as he speaks 
on that subject. The gentleman cannot escape 
the issue by such diversions. Let him face the 
facts in his own State. I have already shown 
six hundred and forty-six ascertained outrages. 
The Frankfort Commonwealth of March 31, 
1871, sets forth in detail, with place and date, 
one hundred and fifteen ; ninety of them since 
October 14, 1868, the date of General How- 
ard's report. This makes seven hundred and 
thirty-nine. The editor adds that shortly after 
February 13, 1871— 

"Jacob Lichter was bung by Ku Klux in Shelby 
(February 16 ;) a masked band rescued Scroggins from 
jail in Frankfort, (February 24;) and a band attacked 
Ballou's store, in Franklin county; and Kucker was 
killed, (March 11.)" 

General P. St. George Cooke, in his report 
for 1869, says : 

" Out of the cities and off from the great lines of 
travel and commerce, in the interior of Kentucky 
and Tennessee, negro and white Unionists enjoy 
little protection of law to person or property, and 
the freedom of the negroes is a mockery. 

" While I write the public prints record a Ku Klux 
action— submitted to, of course— in which, breaking 
into houses, they murdered one and maimed another 
white man; 'scourged most unmercifully a white 
man and several negrpes."' 

Here is an item touching the gentleman's 
own district and affecting his constituents : 

Mount Yebnok, Kentucky. 

September 21, 1S6S. 
Dear General: We need some military aid in 
this section of country for the following reasons, to 
wit: there is a band of Ku Klux in the vicinity of 
Crab Orchard, Kentucky, that are continually com- 
mitting depredations in this part of the country. 
About two months ago they went to James Baker's, 
in Pulaski county, and murdered him by shooting 
him ; some five shots took effect. On last Saturday 
night they went to the house of one Stephen Cum- 
mins, of Pulaski county, and killed him and his 
daughter, and wounded his son; his son escaped by 
running off in the dark. Theyshot his daughter for 
lamenting over her dead father; he, Cummins, 
killed two of them — one on the ground, and one 
died at Crab Orchard. They remarked before they 
left that there was one more d— d abolitionist out of 
the way. It is Union men that they are operating 
upon entirely. So, general, if there is not military 
interference, we will soon be in a very bad fix. The 
main nest is about Crab Orchard. We think it would 
be a good idea to station some troops at Crab Orch- 
ard, as we think it is one of the worst rebel bolus in 
Kentucky. Union men are becoming alarmed, and 
will have to band themselves together for their pro- 



tection if there is not something done Oenornl W e 
arcsatislicdthiit we need protection, or we would 

HOT Gibll lor it. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
, , WH. CARSON, 
Judge Rockcastle County Court 
A.J. MOORE, 

Comity Alloy An f . 
It. D.COOK, 
Clerk Rockcastle Cmixfu Court. 
B.K.BETHURUM, 
Slteriff Rockcastle Count]/. 

The Kentucky contributor of the Cincinnati 
Gazette, a constituent of the gentleman, well 
known to him as a man whose character for 
intelligence and integrity is equal to that of 
any other citizen of Kentucky, says in his 
article of March 31, 1871 : 

"Outragesofthissorteommittcd by these monhavc 
been reported from the following counties ; Carter 
Montgomery, CI arke, Fayette. Woodford, Andcr-on! 
Franklin, Shelby, Henry, Marion. Washington Mer- 
cer, Boyle, Lincoln, Pulaski, Garrard, Madison 
Rockcastle, Bourbon, Scott, and Harrison. Here 
are twenty-one counties, in the center of the State 
as it were, in every one of which foul murders have 
been committed by the Ku Klux, and in some of 
them as high as ten or twelve murdered men can bo 
counted. All this, and a great deal more, occurred 
during the administration of Governor Stevenson. 
Irom the cutting down of the fiagstaffover the grave 
of General Nelson ; from the murder of Major Bier- 
bower in Stanford, to the killing of the negroes in 
Franklin, right under the noseof the Governor, these 
things have been going on. Is an organization which 
spreads over twenty-one counties, containing near 
three hundred thousand inhabitants, and so intimid- 
ating or in other ways annulling the action of the 
State civil authorities, as to prevent their molest- 
ing them; an organization which has stained every 
county with the blood of their victims, and which is 
guilty of the death of more than one hundred men, 
a small affair? These are facts, are sober realities, 
are unexaggerated truths. That this organization 
exists in all the portion of the State we have named, 
their deeds attest. TheStatecannotorwill not deal 
with these men. The organization is so powerful 
that officers of the law have respected their man- 
dates and' obeyed their behests. Nay, it is charged 
and believed that in some counties some of the offi- 
cers of the law are members of the organization, 
made officers of the law because of their political 
influence. 

"Columns after columns of the newspapers for four 
years past have been filled with the doings of these 
men. Two thirds of the startling things that have 
drawn and fixed the attention of the people in that 
time have been Ku Klux murders. The pulpit 
have denounced these men. Lawvers pleading for 
the life of their clients have denounced them. So 
distinguished a Democrat as John C.Breckinridge 
has, in a public speech, denounced them." _ • * 
■■■■■ * "Two or three times when the doings of 
them became too notorious, and were, in a manner, 
free from disguise, a grand jury has indicted them, 
but no one has ever been tried in a State court, much 
less punished. Grand juries stand in awe of them, 
witnesses tell the foremen of juries that they will go 
to jail before they will testify against them." * * 
* * " Were all theKu Klux arrested and brought 
to trial, among them would bo found sheriffs, magis- 
trates, jurors, and legislators, and it may be clerks 
and judges. In some counties it would be found 
that the Ku Klux and their friends comprise more 
than half of the influential and voting population." 

Twenty counties, the garden of Kentucky — 
and nothing shall prevent me from saying that 
the garden of Kentucky is the garden of the 
world— have been swept by these lawless bands 
for years. 






We have no report since March 11, 1871, 
nor any assurance of improvement. Governor 
Stevenson repeatedly asked the Legislature for 
extraordinary powers to quell disorder. Ihey 
seem to have considered the Governor too 
pacific During the session of the Legislature 
a lawless band entered the State capital, broke 
the prison, and rescued a prisoner and carried 
him off in triumph, It is not probable that 
under such circumstances violence has abated. 
And I doubt not that if we had a complete 
statement of outrages from 18G7 to this hour 
the sum total would be numbered by thousands. 

Tin: RIGHT TO TESTIFY.. 

The worst feature of affairs in Kentucky is 
the denial of the right to testify in courts to 
persons of color in cases against white men. 
So far as I know, this is the enly civilized part 
of the world, the only community, civilized, 
semi-civilized, or barbarian, where free citi- 
zens are denied the right to testify in courts of 
justice. Consider the consequences. Imagine 
a colored congregation assembled in their 
church, no white person present, as is fre- 
quently the case, the minister in the pulpit 
offering at the Throne of Grace prayer for his 
people and their white neighbors. Ku Klux 
enter the church, drag the minister from the 
sacred desk, and slay him on the altar, and then 
throw off their shrouds and masks, displaying 
e j i: e :i:~_ 4-„ ~.,~„„ «.,« ««,-,«» 
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defend all this the gentleman would have done 
so ; but lie did not try. His constituents do not 
expect impossibilities, even of him. 

TKNN'KSSKE. 

General Howard says: 

"At tho close oT the year 1867 tho organization of 
the secret society known as tho Ku Klux Klan took 
place." * * * * "Thenumber of outrages 
perpetrated by this band, or by desperadoes appar- 
ently belonging to it, has been very great. The 
intimidation of the colored people seemed to bo its 
object, to effect which colored men are frequently 
taken from their bods at night and ilosgcd unmerci- 
fully, and occasionally killed." * * * * 

" Daring the year ending July 1,1868, ono hundred 
and seventy-nine homicides were committed." 

Other outrages are not given, but generally 
there are ten for every murder. This record 
stops July 1, as if in despair. The Ku Klux 
were worst from that time to the presidential 
election, in November, and it is probable that 
a full statement, of murders and other outrages 
for 1808 would exceed two thousand. We have 
testimony in Tennessee cases ; that in Sheafe 
against Tillman ia most important. It shows 
the organization, the oath, prescript, princi- 
ples, and proceedings of the Ku Klux Klan, 
and proves it to be a political, military organ- 
ization within the Democratic party, warring 
on Republicans. 

Colonel William IS. Holden, of the rebel 



army, says he saw them in 18G7, in Marshall 
county, and the vote of that county changed 
from Republican to Democratic "simultane- 
ously with their appearance." 

E. P. Cooper (Democrat) saw them fre- 
quently early in 1868. ■ 

Charles S. Wilson, of Fayetteville, (Demo- 
crat,) saw them often from two to two hundred 
and eighty- five together. 

Other Democrats testify to seeing them in 
various parts, and to acts of intimidation and 
violence, scourging, shooting, hanging. They 
visited Democratic families, playing pranks for 
their amusement, and keeping their "servants" 
under discipline. One such case is worthy of 
record. S. W. Rainey (Democrat) testifies: 

Question, Have you over soon or heard the whis- 
tles or movements of what aro known or called the 
KuKlux?^ l< • . 

Answer. I saw soma thrco men some two aiueront 
times in disguise Thoy came to my house this last 
year. They had a whistle; I board them blow it 
several times. , . 

Question. Do you know of any negroes being 
whipped, or in anyway punished, by tho Ku Klux 
preceding the election of last November? 

Answer. Yes, sir; ono, a negro woman at my house. 
Tho men in disguise— don't know who they were— 
took her out, at tho request of my wifo, and gave 
her, my son said, sixty-five lashes with a leather 
strap, and it dono her good ; I thanked them for it. 
They done it at tho request of my wife. Thoy told, 
my wife that thoy would do that much for her. My 
two boys say thoy didn't hurt hor ; the strap wouldn't 
hurt like a swiieh. They told her if she didn't do 
better, and would over come to them, they would 
repeat tho dose. Thoy took a gun from my negro 
man and broke it up the same night. 

They visited Radicals in another style. 
Scores of Republicans, black and white, tes- 
tify to visitations. They generally came at 
midnight, on horseback, in shroud and mask, 
armed with rifle and revolver, and a long 
leathern thong to scourge their victims. Some- 
times they bore a flesh-colored banner in the 
form of a heart, which they showed their cap- 
tives to heighten their horror. These two 
cases show how they dealt with Republican 
families ; 

Alcxnnder II. Guatln was next called, and after 
having been duly sworn, deposes as follows : 

Question. Mr. (Justin, be pleased to Htate your age. 
residence, and occupation. 

Answer, I am fifty-three years old next August; 
reside in Franklin county; occupation, farmer. 

Question. State what aro your polities, and state 
whether or not you woro over treated badly by any 
disguised men; if so, tell all about it; when and 
where it occurred. 

Answer. I am a Republican. I have been treated 
badly by-disguised men; on the 2d of last November, 
on Monday night, they came to my housoaboyJ eleven 
o'clock, and threatened to break my door open, and 
I told them tho first man who broke mv door open I 
would shoot him ; 1 think there were about thirty or 
forty of them ; there might not have been 80 many ; 
when I said that, they all jumped oft" and fired fifty 
or sixty pistols, and threatened to set the houso on 
lire; I told my brother I thought it was pretty hot 
work, and we had best get out of tho houso and go 
down in the woods ; they would not hurt the women ; 
when wo ran down thcro thoy hollered, " Shoot tho 
damned Radicals I" "Shoot the damned Radicals 1" 
they came in the house, stole a rifle 1 had there, and 
insulted my wife the worst kind, she sick in bed ; thoy 
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burst tho doors all in, smashed my window-frames, 
and broke all tho window-panes except three ; there 
were twelve in and they broko nine ; tho lower win- 
dow-sash, frame and all, was broken out; my wife 
and child woro sick, and thoy insulted my wife by 
poking out their tonguoa at hor, and leaning over 
tho bed. 

Question. How long did you and yourbrothor re- 
main down in the woods, and did you lie out on any 
other occasion in oonseciuonoe of fear of them? 

Answer. Wo remained, I judge, about ono hour; 
wo laid out there two or three nights inconsequence 
of fear of them after that; Dr. Grant sent word to 
my brother by little Joe Bryant that thoy, tho dis- 
guised men, were coming on Wednesday night, the 
day after tho election, to murder us : my wife was 
.soared so I had to send for Dr. Grant; ho sat up with 
hor one night; Dr. Grant said sho came very near 
having congestion of the brain. 

James Moseley, colored, was next called, and after 
boing duly sworn, deposed as follows : 

Question. James, tell how old you aro; what you 
follow for a living ; and what county you live in. 

Answer. I think I'm about sixty-five yoara; fol- 
low farming; in Franklin county, on Mr. Gustino's 
placo. 

Question. Did you over see any of theso disguised 
men. commonly called Ku Klux; if so, when, where, 
and how often did you ever see them, and how many 
wore generally together: and tell all about what 
they said and did. 

Anexoer. Well, I "seed" 'om, I reckon; the night 
before the election they come to my houso and called 
to mo to open the door; before I could got up and 
open tho door thoy burstcd it open; went to tho bod- 
Bide where my daughter was; she holloed for mo; 
called mo " pap," and when I answered the man 
found out whoro I was, and run right to me in my 
bod and caught hold of mo, and another ono behind 
him caught mo by the collar; ho asked mo where 
was that pistol? I told him I had none. Then he 
asked mo whoro was that gun? I told him it was at 
Mr. Gustino's. Then he whirls right around and 
says, "That 'a the very gun ho threatened to shoot 
us with." Then ho calls me out of tho house and 
tells me to veto for my friends; but I said nothing, 
but just thought that ho wasn't my friend. The 
man that caught mo by tho collar tore it down to 
tho waistband of my drawers. 

Question. VV ere you and your family much alarmed, 
and how many in family havo you; have you ever 
got, your gun since, or pay for it? . 

Answer. Yes, sir, wo were much alarmed; had in 
the house six of my family at that time. 

They compelled colored men not to vote the 
Republican ticket, and others to vote the dem- 
ocratic ticket against their will, the freedmeo 
almost unanimously desiring to vote for Grant, 
considering him one of their liberators. They 
frightened the negroes by ghastly stories such 
as this. Daniel Norm, after relating many 
instances of scourging and other outrage, says : 

Ho saw them once when they were looking for 
something thoy bad lost, and one of tbem Bftiu he 
was killed ut Manassas light, which he said was 8U 
years ago ; ho was buried, and since thou they had 
built a pike over his grave and ho had to scratch 
like hell to get up through the gravel. Ho also 
wanted wine water, OS ho had not had any since tlie 
Manassas light. , T . 

Question, You say that yO.ll have not seen any ku 
Klux in about throe months. What has become ol 
them ; are you afraid they will coma back again t 

Answer. 1 do not know what has become ol them ; 
I nm sorter afraid they might come back again. 

They would ask for a bucket of water, and 
emptying it into a sack at the throat call for 
another, swearing that feTiey "had not had a 



drink since they fell at Shiloh, and had been 
in hell ever since ;" or one would take off a 
false head and ask a negro to hold it for 
him while he fixed his cork leg. They pub- 
lished in Democratic newspapers such notices 
as these : 

Na.shvim.ij, March IS, 1868. 
Tho death degree members of the K. K. K. are 
hereby ordered to meet at their den for certain busi- 
ness. 



Approved by the Klan. 



a. a. o. 

N. 0. it. 



[Special Order No. 1.] 

Elkod's Skpui.cjikk, Br.oonY Graves, 
Dark Moon, Time's dp. 
Siirouiikd Brothers of Shiloh Division, 
Division No. 89. 

The Groat Past Grand commands yen. Awful 
tiraesl Trying hours! I Bloody scenes 1 1 1 Perish 
the oppressors and the guilty. Mark well. A silent 
tongue 1 A steady hand 11 A true heart 1 1! Note 
well our friends ; our enemies you know. The hiss- 
ing bullet— tho halter— and all 'aright. Bo cautious! 
Bo vigilant II Be unsparing! 11 

By order of Great Grand Cyclops. 

L.O.B . 

Huron G. S. 



[General Orders No. 1.] 
K. K. K. 

Wolf Holb. Bloopt Month. 
Faik Moon, First; Hour. 

SlIROUDRO BaOTHBKS OF MEMPHIS DIVISION, No.l'iO. 
In hoc siano. X 12. 

The Great Past Grand Giant commands you. The 
dark and dismal hour draws nigh. Some live to-day- 
to-morrow dio. 

The bullet red, and the rights are ours. 

To-day thellth of the mortal's month ot March 
you will begin to soat.ter the clouds of the grave. 

By order of Great Grand Cyclop-, 

C.C.T. 



|K. fK. tK.t 

u'K iiAYK GOilffi! WB aim: uxiir. I! 

BSttUUll TAKfrBfeBfill 

iOirdr.} 

When the black ojU is gliding under the shadows 
of darkness, and tho death watch ticks at. Ih-lmio 
hour of midnight, then wo. the pale rulers, ore 
abroad tt , . , , ... 

Spca k in whispers and wa hear you 1 1 
Dream aa vmi sleep in the inmost, rinses <>i >our 
bouses, ami hovering over your beds wo gatu or your 
sleeping thoughts, while our duggcra are at your 

*SSEn 6f the liberty of the people, for whom 
we die I and yet live, begone arete be too late 1 
Unholy blacks, cursed ol God, take warning and 

11 Twice hath the saorod serpent hissed. When MP«D 
hU voice i< hoard your doom is settled. 

ffiveu' l uudov l our H 'hind in the den of ,!,, sa^d 
serpent on the mystical day of tue^ bloody moont! 
J,. K, N . X I,. l ' - {* 
Grand Oltciops of the Ku Kl"y Klan 
for the T.-iith J9mm i 
To be executed by Uu^raml While Death Wkd the 
Rattling Skeloton. 
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K, K, K. -*=t 

,...!iH)\ .M 1 1 \ in, Si. i. i.i ro.v lliit.i.uu' r 
iKt; R .\l iinN, Si LKJf i' lloi'i:. 

/;j .'/.m- Sic num. 
i'tiiUd Brotherhood <•■' Montieaiio Division 



Tho Grand Cyolopsnover Bleeps. His bony Sogers 
davo [minted to tin-. "Bleeding Band," ami (bis) 

UK ■ n :.i.j will gfroal (.sout ill (hi) twent y -fourth 
con oltltion of tin- "Spirit's Dial." 

Mortals havo threatened tho Band, The ' bloody 
band " la raised to warn. Bo cautious lost it fall. 

The sword i : unsheathed and red. Letifcyrants 
trocable. 

IL K. 6-0-7. 

Sub U. T. .nul Bearer of thcDIadeni, 

Bioanv, I > rots'. 
Ttuun Moo», Poitbtb Watos, K. K. K. 

Pafa /'.(. ■■ tiiiroti'LiI Division XVI': 

Ik- roadyl The hour approaches. The cycle is 
nearly complete! The air smells of blood! Rotri- 
imi inn draws nigh I Lot oowards and renegades be- 
lieve and tremble! To your dens, hyenas! Come 
forth, ghost of the Shiloh dead! Prepare and note 
the signal I The owlashall repeat theml 

Lot Bosworth field recur again, and sweep all 
Richards from the plain ! 

By order of the Great Grand Past Cyclops beyond 
the running water. 

•i- K. K. K. -t- 

Nn:i;oi! Sbpulqiter, 
Iiasv Hour, Sinking Moon, 
cyinktv-Tiukp Division, S. S.'S. 
Perish the guilty ! Shrouded brothers, their hour 
isnear; their doom is sealed. When tho torches flare 
in I he east, when the death-lights gleam in tho west, 

ami the linger of tho white skeleton points to tho 
new-made grave, brothers, strike; spare none. Per- 
ish the guilty ! 8 . 10 : +- : g. 4, , 81 . S . quickly. The 
bloody liana is raised. Beware where it falls. * ft 
. 13 :+■ ■»- . 

By order of the Gf, Q. 0. 

OiYOOA., S. 

Truth is mighty and will prevail— when tho Re- 
publican party is extinct. 

While (Veedmeu tremble with fear, the Klans 
scour the country, disarming all who have gnus 
or pistols, and then come scourgings. 

John Thomas (colored) says: 

Question. State whether or not you were molested 
or otherwise ill-treated on or about or before tho 
election for President and members of Congress, on 
the 3d of November, 13(38; if so, tell all about it, 
from the beginning to tho end. 

Answer, 1 was whipped one time; they gave me a 
certificate, ticket .1 mean, to vote; tho Ku Klux 
whipped me. They told me if I did not vote tho 
ticket that there would be bad times afterward. I 
took it and voted it; that is all; tho ticket was for 
boymour and Blair. It was against my sentiments 
to vote that way. I never voted that way before. 
It was bolero the election. I do not recollect posi- 
tively when it was; my corn was only knee high at 
i he time. 1 cannot tell how many licks they hit me; 
they whipped me so badly that 1 could not plow for 
t\, i> u.iys. 

Qu Him, How many licks they struck you ? State 
as par as you can the number. 
, ;:; ; ;; '*"• People said that they hit nie four hundred 

Question. Do you think and believe that they bit ! 
you that many stripes? 

,. d^wer, No.siv: I do not know how many licks I 
woy m;,1 bit me. 1 snowed they hit mo a heap; it I 



I WOI the worst whipping that 1. ever bad in my life; 
I and 1 never did get much whipping before that. 
Question. How long before the election that they 
gave you the ticket ? 
Answer. The night before. 

Question, Have any other colored _ men boen 
whipped or otherwise injured in thatneigbborhood; 
if so, how many? 

Answer. There have been eight whipped in my 
neighborhood by (ho Ku Klux. 

Question. Did any other colored men vote at the 
same time you voted; if so, did they too vote for 
Seymour ,<uul Blair, and for Captain Sheai'e for Con- 
gress, against their will and .sentiments? 

Answer. Tho six that voted had always voted the 
Radical ticket. I do not know whether they voted 
their sentiments or not. I have not hoard them say 
anything about it since. 

Question, Had any of those six boen whipped by 
the Ku Klux before the election ? 

Answer. They were all whipped before the elec- 
tion, and on the same night that I was. 

Question, What did they whip you with? 

Answer. A leather strap. 

George McMicluiel, a colored man, testifies.". 

Question. "Wore you afterward ever molested oi- 
troubled for voting tho Radical ticket; and if so, 
state when, and by whom, and in what way were 
you troubled? 

Answer. I was; the Ku SLlux came to my house; 
they took mo out; they tied me down on a log ; they 
SO said among thorn, they hit mo two hundred lashes. 
That was a month orso after tho election. 

Question. What did they whip you with, and what 
did they say they whipped you for? 

Answer. They whipped mo with a strip leather; 
they said I went to Manchester and voted tho Rad- 
ical ticket: they said they would take tho damn 
Radical out of me. 

Question. Did they whip you on your clothes, or 
did they strip and whip you ? 

Answer. They stripped mo, and every lick on tho 
skin ; they turned my shirt up and my pantaloons 
down. 

Question. You say they were KuKlux; did thoy 
have on false faces, or did you know them? 

Anexoer. No, sir; I did not know thorn; they had 
on false faces. 

Cross-examination : 

Question. How many of those men were there who 
treated you so badly, Gcorgo? 

Answer. There was six of them. 

Question. Was it in the night or day time when 
they whipped you? 

Answer. It was in the night, about ten o'clock; 
me and my family were all gone to bed. 

Question. You say you did not know any of them; 
do you know which way they came or wont? 

Answer. I don't know which way they came; 
thoy went out down tho hollow by MeMikle's, and 
up by Mr. Backnor's mill, and intersect the public 
road going toward Ruck Grove. 

Question. Did they say they whipped you for any- 
thing else except that you had gono to Manchester 
and voted the Radical ticket, and that they intended 
to whip it out of you? 

Answer. Thoy did not say that they whipped mo 
for anything else, only for voting the Radical ticket. 

Question. Can you remember whether it was after 
or before New Year's when this took place? 

Answer. I do not recollect; it was about that time 
they whipped old man Jack Singleton, and old man 
Dred Mason, and Charles Powers, and stated they 
were tho club that went to Manchester to vote. 

Question. Did the Ku Klux tell you that they had 
whipped the other boys you have mentioned, or did 
the boys themselves tell you? 

Answer. The Ku Klux did not tell anything about 
them. I saw old man Jack Singleton and Charles 
Powers; they told me about it, and showed me the 
gashes. 



l'HOTKCTION PAPEllS. 

Colored men are often so alarmed as to accept 
protection papers from Democrats to satisfy 
the Ku Klux tbat they had voted the Demo- 
cratic ticket. Here in one; 

Presidential election, 18G8. 
State of Tennessee, 

County of Giles, Civil District No, 11 : 
This will certify that Andrew J. Marks, a free man 
of color, voted tho Democratic ticket at the lute pres- 
idential election, 18G8. 

M. P. MARKS, 
W.J. BROWN. 
This 3d November, 1888. 

D. A. Welden says he saw several others. 
The practice was common. The colored men 
who held them said "they were a protection 
from the Ku Klux." 

They required Republican officers to resign ; 
broke jails to rescue their friends, or punish 
their opponents. They would not allow pros- 
ecutions. Alexander Jernigan says : 

Question. Do you hold any office; and if so, what 
office, and how long have you held it ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I am a justice of the peace, and 
was also appointed one of the commissioners to hold 
the county court. I have been a justice of the peace 
over four years, and was appointed county commis- 
sioner last April was a year ago. 

Question. Have you or not been a Union man from 
the beginning of the rebellion ? 

Answer. Yes, sir; I have. 

Question, Did you vote at tho election in Novem- 
ber last; and if so, what ticket did you vote? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I voted a full Radical ticket. 

Question. Were you ever beaten and maltreated 
for your political sentiments? If so. state when, 
where, and how? 

Answer. I was tolerably badly treated, and I 
believe for my political sentiments. Well, sir, it 
was on Saturday night after the first Monday in 
Jauuary last ; it was at my house. On the Saturday 
night before there came a parcel of disguised men 
to my house; I heard them a-coming. I stepped out 
tooneside. about twenty yards from the house. They 
went in the house and inquired for me, to know 
where I was. They told them that I was gone otf in 
tho barrens. They said that I needn't have gone 
off; they didn't intend to hurt mo, or they would 
have brought more of their force with them, Thoy 
stayed about a short time, and went off down tho road 
the way they came; they didn't interfere with any- 
thing. Well, then, the next Saturday night they 
came back. I would suppose they left their horses 
down the road a piece from the house; I don't know 
how far. They slipped up and surrounded the bouse 
before I knew they were there. They commenced 
blowing tboir whistles, and ordered them to open 
the door. My wife, or some of them, opened the 
door ; they came in ; some of thorn drew their pistols 
and commenced talking to me. Tho first question 
was, if I didn't have men brought before the grand 
iurv in order to catch them ? I told them I didn't. 
The next question was. didn't I belong to the Union 
League ? I told them thatlhad been in two or three 
times, about six or eight months ago. I told them 
I hadn't been in since, nor didn't expect to be in 
any more. The next word they said was, you can't 
deny being adamned Radical ? I told them I didn't 
deny it: I told them I expected to be one as long as 
I believed it to bo right. They gathered hold of me 
then, and said that I would have to go with them to 
headquarters, They took me over in Jim Law- 
rence's field ; two of them held my hands, and 
another one whipped me; one of them tired off a 
pistol in the time. I don't know how many lashes 
they gave me; I didn't count. 



Question. Did you, before or after this treatment. 
SO dread ami fear the Ku Klux that you lay out of 
nights to prevent being caught, and abused or killed 
by them? 

Answer. Well, sir, I did, afterward. 

They are bitterly hostile to teachers, because 
the illiterate freed men look for instruction to 

the school-house. Therefore they warn away 
such citizens, and if the warning be disregarded 
they scourge or kill them. Here ia a notice 
left with a teacher : 

Hidden Recess, TJntbrbified Rbtbeat, 
Klah of VkxgeancbI Eternity] 1 

Villain, away! ! Ere another moon wanes, un- 
less thou art gone from the place thy foul form dese- 
crates, thy unhallowed soul will he reveling in the 
hell thy acts hero hath made hot for thee I William, 
eat heartily, and make glad thy vilo carcass, for, 
verily, the "Pale Riders" will help on thy digestion I 

You and your Mends will sleep an onawakening, 
sleep if you do I Dare you eat 1 ! 1 

The sacred serpent has hissed the last, time! 1 I 
Beware I III K, R. ]{. 

Malinda Gregory (colored) says — 

"That she has been teaching school until June 
18 t when the Ku Klux came and threatened her 
lite if she did not quit teaching; that she, finding 
out that they really meant to execute their threat, 
left the country and came to Nashville." 

John Dunlap says: 

Question. Mr. Dunlap, state your age, residence, 
and occupation. 

Answer, I am thirty-five years old; my residence 
is Shelbyville, Tennessee ; my occupation is school- 
teaching. 

Question. How long have you resided in Shelby- 
ville, and where did you come from before settling 
in Shelbyville? _ , 

Answer. I have lived in Shelbyville nearly four 
years, and came from Oxford, Ohio, to Tennessee, 

Question. Did you oversee any disguised men. com- 
monly called Ku Klux? If so, state when, where, 
how many there were, and what they said and did. 

Answer. I saw what I supposed to be fifty in 
number on tho night of July 4, 1868. They came 
to my residence in Shelbyville, Tennessee, about 
ten o'clock at night; they and their horses were dis- 
guised. When I first saw them they were dismount- 
ing in front of my house, and yelled they wanted me. 
and started in a rush for my door. I shut the door 
against them and locked it._ They then surrounded 
niy house and shot at me twice through the window, 
and then broke open my door and surrounded me, 
telling me they would not kill me if I would rive n» 
my revolver and not shoot at them, as I held it in 
my hand presented at them. I accordingly sur- 
rendered, and they carried me out and mounted me 
behind one of their number, not riving me time to 
draw on my coat or put on my hat, but took me 
along without coat or hat. They then returned to 
the square, and on the way said they were from the 
battle-ground of Chickamauga, and said they rode 
hard all day to get here (Shetbyviilo) to take port 
i in my celebration, (as my school had celebrated tho 
1 day.) but could not reach here (Shelbyville) in time, 
so'thev concluded to have a celebration to-night, 
(the 4th of July. 186$.) From the square they went 
to Britton street, and broke into the bous 
ored man bv the name of James Frankhn, dr i <ge i 
him from his house and mounted him behind on 
their number, and then roue to the souare. « 




! then whipped him with wl\;t 1 supposed to bo a 



feather thong, each ono of their number striking 
hhn five strokes apiece, nmi then left him to return 
to Ms home. They ordered mo to walk on with them 
about three !i mid red yards further, whero they 
Ptrii'ped me and whipped nic the sumo as tliey did 
Franklin, cutting and bruising mo in many places, 
and I carry the marks on my person at this time. 
While whipping me, one of their number told me I 
talked like a. damned Yankee, and he intended to 
whip me like one. The cap tain to Id him not to insult 
me, bul to getthi'ough wbippingmo. When through, 
they told m-e there were too many northern men 
down here, and they intended to serve them all as 
they had served me. The captain then ordered me 
to leave Sheibyville on the following Monday and 
go where I came from, or they would kill me ii lound 
in Sheibvville attar that day, and that if I ever fell 
into the hands of the Elan again they would have no 
me rev, and I nerd not expect it. I did not leave as 
ordered, undon tiiei'th the postmaster handed me an 
unstamped letter, with my namo written in red ink. 
On opening the letter, I found it to be from the ku 
Klux Klan and dated at one of their dens. The 
letter itself was written with red ink, and warned 
mo to leave by the 16th of the present month (July) 
or they would take mo out and burn me to death, 
I accordingly went to Nashville, Tennessee, where 
I remained nearly two mouths, when I again re- 
turned and resumed my school. I forgot to state in 
the beginning, as I should have done, that the Klan 
carried a flesh Hag in the shape of a heart, and asked 
me how I liked it, and said it meant Ku Klux. I 
was not disturbed again until the first Saturday 
night in January, 1869, when about sixty disguised 
men, armed and mounted, rode into the public 
square, hallooing they wanted Dunlap and fried 
nigger meat, and then rode down Washington street 
toward my residence; when about one hundred yards 
from the public square, a few friends and myself 
fired upon them and they rode quickly out of sight, 
since which time I have not seen any Ku Klux. _ 

Question. Are you now, and were you at the time 
you were beaten, teaching a school; and if so, was 
it a public school? 

Answer*. I am now teaehingThe public school in 
this place for colored youth, and was at the time I 
was beaten by the Ku Klux. 

Question. You say that the Klan carried a flesh 
flag; what do you mean by a flesh flag? 

Answer. I mean the color of flesh. 

Question, Could you distinguish the color by moon- 
light? 

Answer. I could; besides, my attention was called 
to it by the member of the Klan behind whom I rode. 

' The following is the form of the notice which 
he received; 

Notice. 

Mr. Dunlap, by order of the M. G., I write you 
this letter to inform you you must leave Sheibyville 
by the 16th of this month, (July, 1868,)if not, we will 
take yon out, tie you to a stake, and burn you'to 
death. Beware. By order of the K. K. K. 

This threat of burning was not idle, for in 
Georgia the Ku Klux Klan actually burned a 
man alive at the stake. 



Captain J. W. King swears: 

Question. Were your premises ever visited by the 
Ku klux; and if go, what did they do and say ? 

Answer. My own plantation was visited twico 
arid the nanus driven off, they reporting to me that 
h:<: di-^insed desperadoes saying they would run 
every Radical outer the country. The plantation I 
was living upon was once visited by forty-seven dis- 
puted men: I was absent when they went thcro, 
bat returned in time to see them leave; found my 
doors broken down, gun-' and pistols stolen and 
destroyed, Clothing torn up, one member of our 



family (lady) with her face bruised, a large tump 
on her head, where, she said, they (the infernal cow- 



ing to rule this country." Five different times they 
cauio to the gate, from five to seventy-five, and find- 
ing I was home and prepared for them, dared not 
come in, and turned away; for over three months 
mv son and I had to take it turn about in sleeping 
and watching to protect ourselves and the hands ou 
the place. . 

Question. Do you know, or were you credibly in- 
formed, of negroes being hung in sight of voting- 
places or public places the night before the elec- 
tion, with boards upon their breasts labeled with 
warnings and threats? . 

Answer. I was informed by Mr. Sarsen, a reliable 
man, book-keeper on the Vite plantation, that he 
stood in his store door and saw a negro man hang- 
ing by the neck dead; and I was told by another 
gentleman, who said he helped take him down and 
have him buried, there was a label pinned upon him 
saying "Whoever cuts him down receives the same 
fate." Ibis was within a mile of the polls, and my 
best recollection was it was the morning of the 
election. 

Question. Do you remember the date when your 
family was so abused by men in disguise ? 

Answer. I thinkit was about the last of November 
or first of December, 1S6S. 

Question. Near or within a mile of what voting- 
place did the reported hanging of the colored men 
take place, on whose breast was the warning not to 
cut him down, as you were informed? 

Answer. The second district, or Prospect Station. 

Question. How far is that from the Alabama line? 

Answer. About two miles. 

Question. Do you know the name of the colored 
man so reported to have been hung, and his politics? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question. Do you know whether he was a man of 
a good or of a bad character? 

Answer. I hoard he was a very quiet, inoffensive 
man. 

OATH. 

They are sworn to obey their superior officers 
and to keep secret the proceedings and doings 
of the Klan on penalty of death, and General 
Forrest says several Ku Klux have been exe- 
uted by the Klan for disobedience. 

LANGUAGE. 

They have adopted the following vocabu- 
lary: 

Dismal. Dark. Furious. Portentous. Wonder- 
ful. Alarming. Dreadful, Terrible. Horrible. 
Melancholy. Mournful. Dying. 

White. Green. Blue. Black. Yellow. Crimson. 

Fearful. Startling. Awful. Woful. Horrid. 

Bloody, Doleful. Sorrowful. Hideous. Frightful. 
Appalling. Lost. 

NAMES. 

They call themselves — 

Wizards. Genii. Dragons. Hydras. Titans. 
Fairies. Giants. Cyclopsof the Den, NightHuwks. 
Magi. Centaurs. Sacred Serpents. Ghouls. 

And it must be admitted their actions justify 
the terms. 

We know the result. Tennessee is gone. 
Thousands of .Republicans all over Middle and 
West Tennessee were prevented from voting, 
or compelled to vote the Democratic ticket, 
while rebels were admitted to the ballot-box. 
We would have lost all the middle and west- 
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em districts, but Governor Browxlow met the 
Ku Klux with a spirit as bold as their own, 
threw out the bloody returns, and gave certifi- 
cates to men elected by peaceable precincts. 

In 1869 all barriers were swept away. 

In 1870 the Democracy carried all the dis- 
tricts out of East Tennessee, and almost cap- 
tured that Switzerland of southern loyalty. 
The effect of such electioneering is lasting. 
There is little hope of that old Whig State 
until all men are protected in the enjoyment 
of life, liberty, and property, and the right to 
express and vote their sentiments without 
molestation or alarm. 

N0KTU CAROLINA. 

The State of North Carolina also appears in 
the official reports, but her condition" is best 
exhibited by the evidence taken before the 
Senate committee. It appears from the testi- 
mony of members who have enough conscience 
left to tell the truth, that it is apolitical, mili- 
tary, Democratic organization, whose mem- 
bers are sworn to do all in their power to over- 
throw the Republican party, subvert the State 
government, and even the United States Gov- 
ernment, and to these ends they use intimida- 
tion and violence. Their number in North 
Carolina is estimated at from thirty to sixty 
thousand. They have paralyzed the Repub- 
lican party, and impeached the Governor for 
attacking and unearthing some of their dens. 
They have called a constitutional convention 
in violation of the constitution, which requires 
a two-thirds vote for that purpose, and they 
will so amend the constitution as to take full 
possession of the old North State, where a large 
proportion of the white people were loyal dur- 
ing the war and are now Republicans. This 
testimony is familiar, and I shall cite but little. 

Oath of White Brotherhood, (KuKlux Klan.) 
You solemnly swear, in the presence of Almighty 
God, that you will never reveal the name of the 
person who initiated you; and that you will never 
rovoa.1 what is now about to come to your knowledge; 
and that you are not now a member of the Red String 
..Order, Union League, Heroes of America, Grand 
Army of the lie public, or any other organization 
whose aim and intention is to destroy the rights of 
the South, or of the States, or of the peop e, or to 
elevate the negro to a political equality with your- 
self; and that you are opposed to all such princi- 
ples : SO help you God. . 

You further swear, before Almighty God. that you 
will bo true to the principles of this brotherhood and 
the members thereof; and that you will never reveal 
any of the secrets, orders, acts, or edicts, and you 
will never mako known to any person, not a known 
member of this brotherhood, that you are a member 
yourself, or who are members: and that you wi 1 
never assist in initiating, or allow to be initiated, 
if you can prevent it, any one belonging to the rted 
String Order, Union League, Heroes ot America. 
Grand Army of the Republic, or any one holding 
Radical views or opinions; and should any member 
of this brotherhood, or their families, be in danger, 
you will inform them of their danger, and, it neces- 





tins brotherhood, you will assist in punisMna him 
many manner 'the oamp may direct; 

xou lurllicr swear that you wilt obey all calls and 
aummonsesof the chief ofyour camp or broth, rbood 
Sttoula it bo in your power Bo to do. 

Given upon this, your obligation, that you will 
never give the word of distress unless you are in 
ercatneedoi assistance; andshould you hoar ii given 
by any brother you will go to his or their lo-sistuneo ; 
and should any member reveal any of the scorots 
aeU, orders, or edicts of the brotherhood, you wilt 
assist in punishing him in any wny ihe camp may 
direct or approve of : so help.you God. 

Confession: 

Ai.AJtAN'ci: County, July 28, 186&. 

We, the undersigned, citizens of Alamnuc > county, 
do hereby acknowledge that wo have been members 
of an organisation in said comity, known to the pub- 
lic as the Ku Kiu.y Klan, but known to the members 
thereof os the White .Brotherhood, or Constitutional 
Union Guard. 

This organisation in the outset, as we understood 
it, was purely political, and for the mutual protec- 
tion of the members thereof and their families ; but 
since joining, we have been pained to know that, 
while the objects of the organization were to attain 
certain political ends, the means used and resorted 
| to were such as would shoekaeivili/,ei| ami enlight- 
oned people. And wc hereby publicly nod inde- 
pendently di,-;ioive our connection with this organ- 
ization, and call upon upright and law-abiding citi- 
zens everywhere to do the same thing, knowing, as 
we do, that unless the crimes which have been com- 
mitted by this organization can be put a stop to. and 
tho organization itself entirely broken up, eivil lib- 
erty and personal safety are at an end in this county, 
and life and property and everything else will Boon 
be at the mercy of an organized mob. 

We intend to see that the signs, grip*. and pass- 
words of this organization are fully exposed, to- 
gether with tho plans of operations Ac., so that 
people everywhere may see with their own eyes. 

In making these confessions we have implicated 
no one but ourselves, bat wc hope that ourfriends 
will take warning from what has transpired within 
the last few days, and immediately withdraw from 
organizations such as wo have mention* A and assisl 
us and all other good citizens in restoring peace and 
good order in our county. 

CLEMENT COURTIS, 
JAMS-S B. BOYD. 

Robert blanker, 

JOHN IE STOCK A UD, 
JACOB MICHAEL, 
J.X.U. CLEVDlSN'Dr, 
HENRY ALBRIGHT, 
JAMES IE Eo LIST, 
D. D.TEAClirE 
A. J. 1' ATT 15 11 SON. 
J. A. .K PA'iTIElSuN. 
JOHN G.ALBRIGHT, 
CHRIST C.CURTIS, 
S. A. CURTIS. 
W.S. BRADSHAW, 
JASPER N. WOOD. 

Many of the signers were examined and 
verify tho statement. Some are men o I charac- 
ter, position, and culture, but none tell the tale 
more clearly than Thomas 1< . V,- dleford. He 
was a member of the Klan., but his wife per- 
saaded him to leave them. 

He is denounced by Democrats, and even bj 
gentlemen on this floor, as a perjured mm, be- 
cause he holds his allegiance to In; conn ry 
above his obligation to the Ku klux ivla . , awl 
when examined under oath according to law, 
Ind sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth, 

and nothing bui the truth, as he shall answer 



to God, he keeps Lis lawful oath and testifies 
truly, instead of forswearing himself to keep 
his unlawful oath to the Ku klux Man. And 
so are all witnesses who were members de- 
nounced for telling the truth. 

Washington £>• C. Fsbrunnt 20, 1ST!. 

Thomas P. Willetbrd sworn and examined : 
By the Chairman: 

Question. What is your occupation? 

Answer, I am a carpenter. . 

Question. Where were you duniig the war ; 

Answer, I was in Lee's anny. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of an organ- 
isation commonly called the Ku Klux iu Lenoir 
county? „ . .. ., ,, , 

l«sw*r. Thev had an organisation there called 
the C. U. &.; the Union Guards I believe they called 

Question. Were you a member of that organisa- 
tion? 

Question. What was its object, an&how did it carry 
out its object ? „ , 

iuswer. Well, I believe it earned it out by all the 
meanness it could. The intention of it was, so tho 
leading men told me, to overthrow tho Kepublienn 
!>avty and put the other party in power. That is tho 
woy the oath was administered to ino. 

Question. Have you a copy of tho oath? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question. Have you seen tho oath that is pub- 
lished iu the President's message? 

Answer. Yes, sir; that is pretty much tho same. 

Question. Look at tho oath as there given and say 
if that is the oath you took. 

Answer. (Beads the o.-uh.) That is pretty much 

ByMr.Nvu; 
Question. After you had taken this oath, state 
whether there was any explanation given us to what 
it meant. 

Ansmer. Well, it meant the overthrow of tho 
Republican party and injure it all they could, and 
have the other party come iu power. 

Q» <tian. State whether it was explained to you 
that i: m« tut anything about tho Constitution as it 
is or as i* was. 
-', voter. As it was. 
'.' u ■.'.'(/;;. Both of the State and of the Union? 

" v r. Y bs, sir. 
Qi estio*. How many belonged to that organisation 
in that locality? 

Awn/Mr. I reckon there was some three or four 
nundrdti in our camp. 
■ ■ rfitfit. This was in what county ? 
Answer. Lenoir. , 

Question. Do youknow whether such an organise- I 
uoo exists in the adjoining counties? 

Answer. Yes. sir; at our meetings there wore mem- 
bers eamc from other counties. 
on. What county? 
A:-i'c-r. Junes county, just across the river. 
. Question. While you were a member of the order 
10 Lenolt oounty, were any orders or decrees issued 
executed upon any person? 

t. Yes, sir; there was several. We broke 
1 ; nd whipped two or three blank men. 
fsnl ro of our own men out of jail and lib- 
erated them, D« Vaughn and Uiues. 

--sd took out three black men and 
itpped the) I 

■ took them out of their private 




ore the war broke oat, 

• ■ ''--t'-.'-y .el^ ygu what tho object was? 
^meeting. I wo. iui- 



Question. Did you tako tho oath? 

Answer. Yes, sir; and then tho next Saturday 
went to the meeting. „ • 

Question. What did they tell you then was the 
object of the organisation? 

inswer. Thoy told mo it was to damage the E,e- 
| publican party as much as thoy could— burning, 
) stealing, whipping niggers, and such things as that. 

Question, Murder? 
I answer. The leading men we wero to murder.. 
* * * * * * * #*■..« 

Question. Wero you sworn to keep tho secrets of tho 
! order? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question* And to obey the ordors ot your com- 

Anstoer, Y'es, sir; wo had to obey thorn just the 
same as you had to obey your commandor in tho 
Army, every bit. , , 

Question. What was tho penalty, if you had any? 

Answer. If wo didn't obey thorn thoy woro to pun- 
ish us some way, and if we divulged anything they 
were to kill us. 

Question, What was the name of the commander? 

Answer, Jesse C. Kennedy. 

Question. Do you recollect tho names of any other 
officers of your Klau ? 

Answer, Y T es, sir; Lawyer Munroo I think was 
north commander, aud Ash De Vaughn I think 
was south. 

Question. Was there a man by tho name of Grolon 
west commander? 

Answer. I think Tillou was our west. 
******* *** 

Question. Did you over hear that any of them were 
convicted? 
Answer, jftfo, sir ; never did. 

Question. Have you evor hoard of a Ku Klux b cing 
convicted of any offense there ? 
Answer. No, sir. 

Question, Was there anything in tho obligation 
you took, or the rules of tho order, as to your being 
obliged to defend men by your oaths, or otherwise ? 
Answer. Y r es, sir; if ho could get you in us a wit- 
ness you had to swear him out, let you bo swearing 
a lie or not. If you sworo against him, why you 
might just as well bo a traveling at once. 

Question. You mean by that you would be in clan- 
gor of your life from the ordor? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question. Anything about getting on the jury ? 
Answer, Y r es, sir; if we could get on the jury we 
could save him, do what you please. 
Question, No matter what tha proof? 
Answer. Yes, sir; youcoulduot bring proof enough 
to convict ? 

Question, Were those who went out upon those 
errands to commit these outrages bound to report 
to anybody on their return? 

Answer. Yes, sir; they had to roport to tho chief 
what they had done. 

Question, Did your oamp receive communication 
with other camps in different parts of tho country ? 
Answer, \ es, sir ; wo received, I think, from three 
different counties. 
| Question. Did you ever ascertain tho number of 
i this order in the Stato of North Carolina? 
j Answer. Our leader told us there was about sixty 
! thousand; that is all I ever know—' just hearing him 
I say ono day iu meeting that thoy was growing very 
' fast, and bad about sixty thousand. 

Question. Was there more than one order? 
Answer. Yes, sir; thcreive.ro two orders. 
Qufisiion. What, was the other? 
Answer, The White Brotherhood. 
Question. Was that a higher order? 
Answer. No, .^r; that is about whore ttoommences. 
Question. Thou, this 0. U. (i. was a little higher ? 
Answer. Yes, sir; it was higher Hum the White 
■Brotherhood. 

Question. Was Kennedy, as your loader, in the 
habit ot imparting to this White Brotherhood, when 
they met, such information as he received from other 
places? 
Answer. Oh, yes, sir. 
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Question. Were there reported in your order mur- 
ders and whippings from other portions of thocoua- 

Anewer. Well. I think there was two reports; one 
murder, and the other whipping nearly to death. 
* • * C: * * * * * !;; 
By Air. Nye : 

■ Question. Was there any arrangement in this Ku 
Klux KLui by which the wages of colored men wero 
fixed? 

Answer. Y'es, sir; tho men was to give a certain 
price, and no more. 

Question. If any one gave more 

Answer. Why he was to have something done with 
him in somo way; dealt with just whatever the camp 
said. * * * * * * * * • 

Question. State whether stealing was a part of the 
business of the Ku Klux. 

Answer. Yes, sir. from black men; if they had 
horses wo was to take them off. 

Question. Or mules? 

Answer. Y'es, sir; any stock of any kind. 

Question. What was done with that stock? 

Answer. It was sold and divided ainoug them. 

Question, Among the Ku Klux? 

Answer. Y r cs, sir. 

Question. To steal horses and mules from negroes ; 
what was that for ? 

Answer. To keep them from farming, so that they 
could hire them. 

Question. Were there large numbers of horses and 
mules, brought in? 

Answer. Oh, yes, sir; lots of mules wero stolen 
from about there. 

Question. Wero they sold? 

Answer. Yes, sir; shipped toward South Carolina, 
I believe. 

Question. And the proceeds divided? 

AnsioeK Yes, sir. 

Question. State to what extent this Ku Klux Klau 
was to go in breaking up what thoy called the llad- 
ical party. 

Answer. Well, we was to put it out ot trie way, 
somo way or another, (if not kill and burn,) till we 
got the Democrats into power. 

Question. That was the direction youhad from the 
Klan? , , ,. 

Answer. Y'es, sir; the direction that thoy gave 
me and all tho balance that was in there when I 

Question. To kill and drive out till the Democratic 
pany 

Answer, Got into power. 

Question. Was that carried out? 

AHsicer. Yes, sir, I believe so; it has the power, 
anyhow. . „ t , „ T ., 

Question. Was that the business ot the Ku Klux 

Ansiasr. That was what they told mo it was ; that 
was our duty, to break it up. 

Question. During these meetings was the subject 
of being friendly or unfriendly to tho United btates 
Government talked over? , 

inswer. Well, we was to do any way we could to 
injure tho Government, and get our people m 
power. That was our whole study. , 
' Question, You went from Lenoir tQ Vabarrus 
county. Is Gabarrus your- native oounty J . 

Answer. Yes, sir; where I was born and raised. 

Question. Did you flee for tear ot the ii.uJs.tus 
in Lenoir? , , , . r , ~ ,. „ 

Answer. Yes, sir; that was what I left for. 



Answer, Oh, yes. sir ; i 
county. WM mS mMttng ;lt m iu ^ whoh 

Q^.^ion. Was there any in the adjoiningeoual v " 

Answer, 1 think there was in Rowan oonitv • 
most ot them was there. OOtmty, 

Que*/ ion Did yon attend a meeting there? 

^nstesr. One: it w«a the White Brotherhood. 
inteuttoSoMnaf ^arma count* did you „ 

Answer. Yes, su-; I went into South Carolina u I 
came from Lenoir county; I found my fciendfl in 
Boutn Carolina 

Question, State whether the order existed there 

Answer. Yes, sir; they told mo it existed from 
there on to Georgia, 

Question. Did you learn from your Sommander, or 
otherwise, that the order existed Lhrouu-hout the 
southern States? 

Ansicer, Yes, sir; I heard him tell me them very 
words out of his mouth— that it existed plu>jib 
tnroagh the southern States; said they had ;t com- 
plete line of it. 

Qu< ttion. Of what kind of people wo ) the Ku Klux 
Klau composed? Was it made up ol'meu who were 
in the rebel army ? 

Yes, sir. I don't believe there was one 





a 7)^"^ wiu.i; i ;!u ;, Suo Cabarrus county, did 

^^^^^i-rlutl^Z'men there. They tried to 
,tart a li; tie order, but they ?; t scared end curt. 

Queetioa. Were there Ku Klux there . 



soldiers? 

Answer. Yes. sir; the officers of our Klan had been 
officers in the army. 

Question. Were you a soldier in tho rebel army 
throughout? 

Answer. Y'es, sir; I went clear through the whole 
business. 

Qu< stion. In your camp in Lenoir county were the 
men masked '.' 

Ansire;-. Not at the meetings ; but they would black 
their faces aud get some old things on at eight, if 
they wanted to do any devilment. Bat the night 
we went to the jail we just went fall-handed. 

Question. Some of you had disguises? 

Answer. Some had a little black shroud. 

Question. What was the uniform ? 

Answer. I never saw it but once. It was made 
pretty much like one of those knit cops, only two 
horns run out on each side and one camo over. 

Question. A head-dress with three horns'. 

Answer. Y'es, sir. t ., 

Question. What was thecolor ot tne ---armctu- . 

Answer. A black shroud, with a little stringur.iw- 
ing.it around then eefc. Itfitsloose. 

Question. Did yea ever hear in your earn] « tn« 
suhieot of a foreign war talked oi l 

Answer Yes sir; I heard them say if there was a 
foreign war started up audtho United States si 
take a handin it. that they could jump in on their 
backs and lick "eiu out. _ , , . ,, 

Q ,,i. Liekthe United States eat i 
Answer. Yes, sir. . 

Question. When dm you bear tnat . 

Answer. Inl^.'ik ..,■,,■■.; 
ition. State whether or not it was treeu 

i r ,!:;;;: 5n: , vc c sT!^a,t,ikodevcr:, 

know tho whole camp he:\-u it. 

; i tiion. They s&td li the I ■■ 

hand iuit— - , , ; 0B -.., ... 

Answ r. then they couM ;..-... -i 

^Q^^Statewhethero 

mentofd.c.c.uM^ [Wl|wi| 

^p&T^UypurhitenUon? 

,b»S« a 

lost in tho rebeHmnir w 



[I,,:,, tboS OOttld n.uvl OB 1" r book and 

" nuratiun. Did >'<>n 8ud »" l ' ll,, onuntjr adjoining 
CttWrua tho same order as in Lenoir 7 

Awnonr. \ <•', sirs pretty muoh the sonns thing, 

Ousrtton. And in South Carolina-? , 

.'i,i,/r<,-. 'i oi, fir; the signs would be juit exactly 
alike after thoy took another dogree. . 

^iK^iN.i. Did you talk with theKu Klux In the 
oounty it h ore you moved in South Carolina ? 

Anawer, Jfos, sir. 

ijiw/mii. what, did thoy say, ii anything, wore 
their object* tl>'' earno as yours? 
lii'iii")-. Yr i, iMr ; tbeiamo thing. 

Question. To clear out the Republican party? 
[luiotr, i'oi, lir; ploan 'oca out, I have hoard 

tiirm r.-t Ii .- i iii-o Hut worth Carolina hod opmo 

t.ni I'nim undor Itopubiioons before South Oarolina ; 
that Mouth Carolina had still t» lay in. 

UutttioH, Wore you I'i't'i" present when any negroes 
iri'Vc taken "in and whipped ? 

I nawi v, I was in one scrape. 

ijunii, in. VYbat did you whip nim for? 

Jinuoar, Ho wasono of these leaders! ho bocUome 
lovon or eight (hut would vote the same ticket that 
lir Toted, and Kennedy said he must be lashed so as 
to make tho others not vote tha^tipket. 

Question. And you wont and did it? 

Anaioer. No, ilr; I didn't, do a bit of whipping. 

Queatian. tlOW many v/olit? 

Ltuniwi', Six. 

Question, By Kennedy's direction ? 

. I nawer, V os, sir. 

Questvm, Was it a dooroe at a meeting of tho 
camp? 

/tiwtcw, 1" os, Biri Kennedy was our commander, 
nnil ho oould not make a oommand without ho had a 
meeting. .in 

Question, Do you remember tho mooting whon tho 
negro-whipping whs voted? 

.1 nswer, Y <'s, Bir. 

Question. Wereyou there? 

.luofvr. 3fo8,*Bir. 

^ti«*iilo?i. And voted tor it? 

AiiHiort: 1 did. 

Question. And then wont with tho party to assist 
in doing it ? 

Answer, Yes, air. 

Question, Whore was that? 
\nur<r. About three tniles from Kinston. 

Qm ation. What was tho man's name you whipped? 

, ) newer, ii is name was John. 

Question. John what? 

Answer, Wesley, I believe. Inovor saw the nig- 
;;i'i' but onco in my life. Thoy told mo that was hia 
name. 

Question, When was that? 

Answer, In mO. 

Question, U ero oil these events you spoke of done 
in that year? 

Armcer. All done in 1369 ; it was not three months' 
time past, booause they had just gota-goingfull head- 
way, and i know tho dotoetivo jumped in one night 
and gathered twelve of our mon at one time and 
took 'em to Newborn. i 

Question. Wh&tdoteotivo? 

Answer. Myers. 

Gwttrfiion, United States deputy marshal? 

fl i noer, .1 don't know what ho was. , 

Question, Was he a dotoetivo for illioit distilling? 

Answer, Oh. no. 

V'^'i'"i. What waa he a detective for? 

Answer. It was to catch these outrages. 

Queitton, Whero were theso twelve men when he 
eaught thorn? 

/Ibtmw. At homo; but ho bad got their names 
ootore, and ho took *om when thoy was asleep. 

<>ii. ..?(<.,: \\ hero did ho carry thorn to ? 

Answer, Tq Newborn. 

Qaestion, Did lie puttheiu in prison? 

Answi r. \ ee, sir. 

Out riion. Was he a United States officer? 

Afwtc< r, I reckon so; he passed tor that. 

• * • * <■ • * * 

Well, my wife was tho oaoae of tho whole busi- 



;ht straight along. She had been work- 
, ..ml telling nie that the bad got tired yi 
hearing such as that, ana wanted me to get out of it 

if i could. Then L wont to McDonald and asked 

him, and lie said yes, ho thought be oould. 

Question. Did yon see Governor lloldon? 

Answer. I did. I wont in his olfioe, and asked him 
if there was imy cliiimui of my getting a pardon— 
anything of that. kind. Ho asked mo what, for ? and 
1 told him my Wife bad been In distress now for over 
twelve months, and wanted mo outoi tho concern, 
tie told mo thou that heoould.and thou I just made 

Uio statement. ... , , , 

Quaalion. After you got into tho order and knew 
the obligations that were imposed upon you, would 
you have considered it your duty to carry out any 
order that they might impose upon you to .save your 
own life? ,,« . ., 

.Invinr. Well, of courae.a man h hfois prottyuear 
to him. 

Question. Suppose you had not carried out an 
order? 

Answer. Well, they would bnvo killed mo right 
straight. That is what they told mo thoy would do. 

Question. Was that what was told eaoh mornber 
after ho eamo in? 

Answer, Yes, sir; that if ho did not oboy his offi- 
cer lie was to bo dealt with according to tho camp ; 
and then if ho revealed anything from tho camp ho 
was to dio. 

The moat fearful fruit of thia conspiracy is 
the murder of Wyatt Outlaw, an innocent man 
and a good, quiet citizen, who was hanged in 
a county town within a few yards of the court- 
house, and was left hanging till near noon, no 
person daring to cut him clown, because there 
was a warning on his breast, and shortly after 
a simple-minded negro was drowned because 
he had seen the Ku IClux leaving the town. 
The report shows two hundred and fifty- 
seven outrages — hanging, drowning, shooting, 
wounding, scourging, and all manner of wrongs. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

South Carolina has long been called the 
"hot- bed of treason." She has generally 
taken part in all mischief from Tory to Ku 
Klux. And now her Governor calls on the 
President to suppress the insurrection. We 
have several books of testimony showing that 
in two districts, at the last presidential election, 
fifteen thousand voters were kept away from 
the polls, or compelled to vote the Democratic 
ticket, by the Ku Klux Klan. A man who 
belonged to the Klan, and killed a Republican 
State officer under its orders, testifies and 
exposes it. This is the same organization as 
that in North Carolina, but more open and 
bold, Here the element of treason to the 
State and national governments is most pro- 
nounced. The Klans are armed with Win- 
chester rifles, and go to the polls in arras and 
carry elections by force. 

William K.Tolbert, of lawful ago, being duly sworn, 
says : 

Question. What is your name, and where do you 
reside, and your occupation? 

Answer* I live at Greenwood, Abbeville county. 
South Carolina; farming. 

Question, flow long have you lived in Abbeville 
county? 

Answer. All my life. 

Question. Wore you in Abbeville comity during 





the months of July. A> 
and November, 1HGS ? 

Ann war, 1 was. 

Question* Dow old are you? 

A ivtii'tr. Twenty-nine years old. 
Question, Did you belong to either of the political 
parties during the lost Campaign ? 
Answer, I did, sir. 
Question. To which ono? 

/Inmin'j'. Democrat. 

Qmstion. How was tho Democratic party organ- 
ized in Abbeville county? 

Answer. Into clubs. Democratic olubs. 

Question, Did you belong to ono of those elub.i? 

A imw.r. Yes; to (ireoii wood club. 

Question, Whore did your club hold its meetings? 

Answer, At the depot; met onco a week. 

Question. Wore your meetings public? 

Amhwcv, Public to Democrats, but not to Radicals, 
No Radical allowed to como in. 

Question, Was there any secret organization con- 
nected with theso clubs? 

Awwer. Yes, Bir *, committees were appointed which 
mot in secret, and they appointed men to patrol in 
each different neighborhood. 

Question. For what purpose wore thcae men de- 
tailed to patrol? 

Answer. To find out where tho negroes were hold- 
ing Union Leagues. 

Question, Thoy were instructed, you say, to patrol 
these neighborhoods; what other instructions had 
they, if any? 

Anmoer. To break them up ; kill tho leaders ; fire 
into them and kill tho loader if they could. 

Question. Were thoro any other instructions given 
to those committees by the Democratic clubs in rela- 
tion to tho election to bo hold on tho 3d November ? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The day before theolection the 
tickets wero taken away from the Republican party, 
from those who bad charge of the tickets, by these 
committees. Tho committees wore searching for 
thorn the night boforo tho election, taking them 
wherever they could find them. I was ono of tho 
gangs myself. Ten or eleven wore with me. I was 
a member of the committee mysolf. Destroyed the 
tickets. All of us wore arinod. 

Qiiention. What were your instructions if the per- 
sons having tho tickets in charge refused to give 
them up? 
Answer. Shoot thorn and take them by force. 
Question. Wero you well acquainted throughout 
the county? 
Ansioer. Yes, sir. 

Question, Have you the means of knowing, and do 
you know, what wero the political sentiments of the 
n egro population in that county, and how thoy would 
have voted if they had been allowed to vote? 

Anxwm: There woro at least four colored votes to 
one white vote in tho county. They would, have 
voted for the Republican candidate— at least nincty- 
nino out of each hundred. . 

Question. Where wero you on the day of election, 
3d November, 1868? 
Answer. In fore part of tho day at a voting pro- 



o'clock.) and that tho Republicans were aboutwbip- 
ping. A squad of us, armed, about thirty besides 
myself, were sent there. When wo got there the 



lioans shot. No whito man was shot. Only two col- 
ored mon were allowed to vote before shooting com- 
menced at Whitehall. 

Question. About how many colored men usually 
voted at that precinct? 

Answer. Some four or five hundred. 

Question. How would those four or five hundred 
men have voted if they bad boon allowed to vote? 

Answer. They would have voted the Republican 

' Question,, Did the Democrats -come to the Wbite- 



POlllng preolnot armed on the day i 

Answer, Every one. ho far u f knew. It 
general understanding throughout tin 
all were to go armed. 

Question, State what ocoHTred at Sroonwood pre- 
cinct up to the time, you left, to ro to Whltohall. 
_ Ahsici.'/-. Well, the negroes, to the numborof aboul 
lour hundred voters, in Abbevillo oounty, assembled 
about One hundred and fifty yards from the polls. 
The white men. Democrats, were all around the 
door. Captain J, (i. Boozer was sitting right by the 

door to examine the tickets. Don't. krtOW whether 

Boozer was appointed. He was then; mr that busi- 
ness. Two Republicans, colored men, came ap to 
vote. They came from the main body. Ho said: 

"Let me see your papers." Thoy palled put the 

Republican tickets with lloge's name on Hiem for 
Congress. He told them that they could not vote 

them sort then.:; they would have to gO SOmowhore 
else to vote those papers. Booster was armed. They 
turned back to the main body, who law that there 
WOS no chance to vote, SO they disbanded and went 
home, about four hundred of them, all VOtOM in 
Abbeville county. 

Question, Wore the Republican tickets taken by 

any member of the Democratic party from the mes- 
senger who had them in charge while on bis way to 
ninety-sixth precinct; and if so, what was done with 
tho tickets? 

Annwer. Yes; they were taken away by John G. 
Boozer, who distributed them among white men, 
and destroyed many of them; all were destroyed 
after looking at them, 

Question. Was there any understanding among the 
Democrats as to what they would do at Qroenwood 
if the colored men insisted upon voting? 

Answer. Yes ; a clear understanding that the Dem- 
ocrats would force them from the polls if they under- 
took to vote— force them by arms ; we were all armed, 
and intended if they rushed in wo would rush them 
back, shooting into them; can't say if it wits a gen- 
eral understanding throughout tho county ; I believe 
it was. 

Question. State if it was safe for Republican speak- 
ers to eanyass that county. 
Anmoer. No, sir ; it was not safe. 
Question, What was the general understanding as 
to how Republican speakers wore to be treated? 
Answer. Shoot them; kill them; stop it. 
Question. State if in accordance with that general 
understanding in the county any Republican leaders 
or speakors were killed or shot ? 
Answer. There were. 

Question. About how many men wero shot, or 
killed in Abbeville during months from July, IMS, 
to day of election? , , 

Answer. There wero— let us sen— I know of four 
that wero shot; one got over it; three wore killed ; 
several others were shot and wounded, but i don't. 
know the persons. 

Question, State if the persons were snot because 
they were Republicans. 

Answer. They wero killed because of the influenco 

they had with others in the Republican parry, and 

because they were members of the Republican party. 

Question. Give the names of tho three mon that 

were killed. , 

Answer. Martin— James Martin, a member ol tno 
General Assembly, a resident of Abbeville oounty; 
B. F. Randolph, a Republican speaker, who came 
there with Judge Hoge— don't know whether bo 
was a State senator or not; the other in. hi j d< n t 
remember his name— he was killed at Whitehall 
election day; Isawbim. , . t . , , ,, 

Question, State if it was the intention to kill mo 
at the same time as Randolph. 

Answer. Don't know; the people said yon oagm 
to lie killed— that Judge Hoge ought to bo kill «1. , i 
Question. What did they mean when they laid 
that a man ought to bo killed ? 

Answer. Thev meant to kill him it tney Boi 

chance. , -, „ i . , t -ii i 

Question. State where Mr. Randolph vv.u ml led. 
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break ap the Republican parry? 
AastteF. Kill out the leaders 

party e.eel drive them out. o! flic 
Question. Did every member, 
a, take an oath to carry out 
Atuwer. The oath takea was 1 
their 1 :ader ordered them to do. 
.... State if those orgai 
ccred; ii so, state wbat those oC 
.' : ■: ■ r. We had a leader in 
a< was known as the captain of 
V - (ion. Were you sworn I ■ o 
captain ofypar company? 
Answer, yea, sir. 

;'.■:!. Did the captain oi 

yea any orders in regard to ki 

- I ■ igaas and loaders of th 

and speakers of the same? 

A unci r, Yes, sir, lie did; ho 

• ii the Leagues met, and to 

kill their president if we could. 

Q\ < : : < .i. Were tho; e orders ( 
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Jreed by the members of the company flS far as pos- 
" Answer, Ye*, they were. 

^uesfwa. Wasit understood that Mr. Randolph was 
tae president ot the Union Leagues and encased in 
organizing them? * B 

A**w«r, Yes, sir; he was the man that organised 
tae I nion Leagues m South Carolina, and that was 
one ot the reasons why he was killed, 

V '<■■-? i<);i. Staieif you had any orders from the cap- 
tain of your company in regard to allowing negroes 
to vote on trie 3d November. IS©; if so, what those 



orders were. 




them to vote the Democratic ticket," and if thev 
msistod upon voting to force them bsei:, to fight 
them, kill them, shoot them. 

Qmstio*. What was the name of the captain ci" 
your company, and how many members belonged to 
your company. ; 

Awswer, Joao 0. Boor.er wm the captain; about 
twenty that I know, but there were more than that. 
: Iredell Jones: 

Qn-'tio--,. I am twenty-eight years of age; Iresido 
at iloekhiil, Fork county, South Carolina, and am a 
merchant. 

Qaeet&a. Were there any secret organiMdloas in 
voir;- county? 

A:--rcr. There were two; one the Union League 
and the other the Kulvhix. 

Oi'tiio-,. Did the Ku Klux. travel over the county 
disgiused, men and horses? 

Question, What was tho object of the Ku Klux '? 

.la-t-er. Their obieet was reported to be to intim- 
idate Republican voters. 

Qweatio*, Were they armed as well as disguised? 

.1'Ov-r-r. They were. 

Question, .Did the Ku Klus ride 6TOJT the eounty 
generally fir some time before tho election? 
' A^'-rcr. They did, 
John L. Watson: 

Question, Did the Democrats import into your 
O'v'msy a number of improved fire-arms previous to 

A I s«* r. Such was the general understanding, that 
J arce numbers were brought ia? 

J :■■>.:; i". Did you ever see the Ku Klux in your 

■ , • r, I saw them pass my house iii Dbenerer. 
' ii"<iis«uise, having their horses also disguised. 

■■■■■-. lion. Was that the same nigh; that your ne:gr.- 
' • .' , ...hi pt .i i o Fcrris's house, and t hat G overnor Eewel 

Answer. It was not the same night. 

7 m.' ■> i. Did you ever see the Ku Klux at ROCK- 

hiit depot after aigut i , , ,, ,-. ,_ 

!,,.••■'•. I SAW men who I behoved, from their 

venous belonged to the Ku Klus, 

" Qn+*Hon V,':is Ivedoll Jones one ot that party . 

cr lie was, and seemed to be the leader ot 

;v. From conversation .1 had with him 1 



mS* bttho^vA^^ Y? ^ U ^ R sw «^«ed 
Democracy? '^ Ktmafotiuaii used by fte 

„;:voThT;-f^ y f vory wuoh ft^SuteneiJ tho colored 
1 v ; ' - ;.""- ^.ept very many from the peiu 

neighborhood? t:i0: ' C * DemocraLio cis)b * Ttm 

r"'-!j'Ti^£ : -^'i VV ''hV . A: '^erganijatioa J 

In^asVts;^^;" 

inoS^wS^^ 1 ^ 5 wa*djf«ilMiwM deelar- 

VK',iV ?■ J ll = ! - IVt \;'^ wej* to any man, white 
or biaj* wbp Toted toe Republican ticket, r.or v-.r- 
: nut aim to Uto upon their lands, norsell him pro- 
: visions, but woum starve him .u:. 
; OtteattbA, Did they publish those resolutions ter 
the sake ot intimiaating voters? 
Anticer, They aid, and tney had great ehee:. 

Ikm.Kehert E, Scott, being ua'y .-',-.. rn: 
Oneshon. « hat is your name, your teskienee, and 
ot'e.eial position ? 

.l;..<rrr. Eobwt K» Seott, Columbir,, South Care- 
Una, and Governor of the Slate. 

QnzstUin. Were yea the tlovernor of the Sutc of 
, South Carolina from July to December. IS6S? 
\ Answer. I was inaugurated on the Sab of August, 
; 1S6S, and have acted in that official capacity ap to 
the present time. 





AMimr. iiicrc ?<;«» a grcai political excitement 

existing in those counties. The laws eeaid not b* 

: and were not enforced in those counties daring that 



Qwestton, Why vrcr 
eoinnies 



enforced in I 



ouuuu« . 

Answer. Because of poliUc&i organisations that set 

at defiance th* officers of the. law. 

(/wMOvoa, State which ef those organisations was 
! organised in opposition to the law ? 

Aas:,-;-r. From information received by me as 
' Executive of the Slate, 1 was forced to the cor.eiu- 
; sionthat the Democratic party was organised fbl 
= the purpose of preventing the officers of the law Etena 
i enforcing the law against any of their political par- 
: tisans, and for the purpose of oontrolling the clee- 
' lions to take place in November in the interest ot 
i that party alone. . 

Question. Did those political organirattons arm 
] themselves to carry out the objects of ttieir our 

Answer. I was informed by men who claimed 
; to'bo members of Democratic Chios that they were 
arniin^ themselves with ;o-shoeiers, i, m ir.e.'iestor 
ritles.V with the declared purpose of first control 
! the election bv keeping the negroes away from toe 
: polls; and if resistance vcas made, they weuui snoot 
■ the negroes down, and thereby intimidate them, and 



thereby prevent 



a I 



tat 



move timid 
if, in accordance with these ie 




laratioas tbeydid import these noes. 

laswer I inouired of dames Ctiibb?. eft' ■".■ 
if 'the statement wa< true thai they were imi 
these rides. Do admitted the tjuta et the state- 
ment. 



throughout your county, and did they succeed in 
fnchlening away from the polls very many Repub- 
licans? , ,. , 
Aaawer. They were, and did. 




I think that there was scarcely a mail recei 
them letters th»t they were murdered on re, ant 
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mitt i'U bo tore November election. The men miit- 
diored were generally reported to mo as lenders 
of Onion Leagues; and ail were Republicans, 1 
beliove. * * * " , , T * . « 

Qtt«l«on, Do you not know tlmt the importation ot 
arms into the State was brought about by the met 
tlmt every negro nmn in the State was the owner 
of a fire-arm, and the white men almost entirely 
unarmed? , 

.l,".;,-,r. On the contrary, I know exactly to the 
reverie of that; that you would scarcely meet a 
white man without a revolver and a double-barreled 
shot-gun. It is true that many of the colored men 
were armed with shot-guns and old muskets, ;md 
not more than a large minority had even these arms. 
I. wish to give the white men of the State the credit 
of having more knowledge of the negro character 
than to believe that it was necessary in any emer- 
gency to provide themselves with these destructive 
weapons in * too of profound peace. 

Question, Foa think, then, ami so testify, that the ; 
16-shooters were imported to kill aegroesi 

Answer. .1 believe, from evidence chat I dare not 
regard as worthless, that it was the belief of a party 
of this State, era targe number of men of this State. 
that the Democratic candidates for President and 
Vice President would be elected, and thereby a. de- 
cision would be given against the reconstruction 
taws of Congress, and it was the intention of these 
men to inaugurate a civil war for the purpose of 
ovorthrowiiu; the governments that bad been estab- 
lished at the South. I will give as ope reason fox 
this belief conversations that were not uncommon 
among those who were most active in importing 
these arms, or vat her distributing these arms, where- 
in they expressed their plan of operation, in which i 
they stated that they would bring about a riot, iu 
this riot they wonld kill off the leading Republicans, 
both white and black, and that it would be an easy 
matter, after they were disposed o(. to control the 
more easy and timid negro with these guns in their 
hands. With the present State officers disposed of, 
they would call a new election. when they would , 
have the whole matter in their own bauds. Iu an- ! 
swer to an inquiry whether they did not fear that 
they would be called to answer for this wholesale 
work, they said, *' Who overheard of anybody being 
punished for a riot?" and referred to .Memphis', 
Camilla, and New Orleans in IStJtk 

Question, You think, then, the Id-shooters were 
intended for another rebellion and a new secession ? 

Answer. I think they ware intended for a new' 
rebellion, but not a hew secession. 

Governor Scott further testifies: 

, v ■ "'; ;■- From your official knowledge, what was 
the political condition of affairs in the fourth con- 
gs assiooal district of South Carolina at and previous 
to that election? 

.in*K*j\ From official and other information lam 
satisfied that there wore organisations in ail the ' 
c mnties of the fourth congressional district to pre- ' 
rent a fall and fair expression at that election. It 
was a part of their purpose and organisation to pre- 
vent Republicans from voting, by whatever means 
it was necessary to accomplish that object. During ; 
the canvass, for two months before the election, 
constant reports came to the executive office of the 

: perpe- j 



- - ■ *uj Repub- 
lican Kw.'crs threaU'iuM of the tonrth congressional 
uistncti 

. Idid; a prominent man of this city, who 

was .: Democrat himself, said that it was Oiedete-in- 

uaatton oi the people to kill Senator Rose, of York 

a -amy. and Joseph Crews, member of the Legisla- 

from Laurens, as they had made themselves so 



! of the Republican State central commit toe, was 

l killed at Hodges*8 Depot on his return from Abbe- 

■ villoOourt-Ilouso, iu the course of hiscauvass of the 
. upper portion of the State; and so thoroughly was 

I convinced that it was unsafe to canvass the Scute 
' that I wrote and advised A, S, Wallace, the candi- 
i date of the fourth congressional district, and lus 
; friends to come from Spartanburg here to Columbia 

■ and to cease the canvass, or they would lose their 
! lives. 

Qm v?:\)>i, Whioh of the counties in the fourth eon- 
'■. gressional district were the most dangerous and tur- 
; indent from the official information you received? 

Answer, l'nion, Y'ork, and Laurens were the most ; 
Spartanburg, Dickens, and Oconee were very tur- 
bulent, and mob violence was used, but not to the 
- same extent as in Y'ork, Onion, and Laurens; in 
Greenville, Fairfield., and Chester a comparatively 
fair election, for the upper part of this State, was held. 

Question. From official information did rhero exist 
such an organisation as the Ku Klux Stan in all 
these counties? 

A mccr. There did in all these counties, as wollas 
in the entire upper part of the State, and still ex- 
ists and continues to commit depredations upon the 
people to such extent that I have even recently been 
compelled in Y'ork county to organise a militia com- 
pany, who are now standing guard to protect their 
persons and property against; their lawless violence. 

Question. Did you take measures to protect the 
people in those counties at that time? 

Answer. I did. In addition to the constabulary 
force ot' the State. I called upon General Meade, the 
comma ndant oi this military district, to establish 
military posts in the counties of Union, Y'ork. Lau- 
rens, and Chester; but these troops were so lew in 
number, and their orders were such, that they could 
do but littie more than a fiord a sort of" moral influ- 
ence in the immediate vicinity of the towns iu which 
they were stationed; other parts of the counties 
were left entirely unprotected. 

Question, From your knowledge, obtained from 
reliable sources, was there a fair election he'd at that 
time in this district? 

Answer. Except in the counties of Fairfield, Ches- 
ter, aud Greenville, the election was a mere farce, 
and wo man in the counties who has the least sense 
of honesty would say otherwise ; the frauds, intim- 
idations, violence, and murders were so well under- 
stood by all men inside and outside of those coun- 
ties, that I cannot believe that there is a single man. 
in those counties who would so stultify himself as to 
say that there was anything tike an approximation 
to a fair election; the Democracy carried the elec- 
tion by intimidation and violence alone. 

Question. Why didyou nor have troops distributed 
throughout all these counties to protect the citiaens 
in their rights? 

Answer. For the simple reason that there wore not 
a sufficient number ot troops in the State; if there 
bad been, I would have placed at least one com- 
pany iu every county in the third aud fourth con- 
gressional districts; I knew thev were badly needed 
iu allot them. 

Question,. Was it not your duty as Executive of 
the State to protect ail its citizens ? 

Answer. It was; but the government had been 
out recently organized under the reconstruction 
acts, and had not a single gun with which to arm 
themuma, and it would have been folly to have 
placed inexperienced ami unarmed men against 
organised and disciplined ex-confederate soldiers 
armed with the most approved weapons known to 
modern warfare, the Winchester 14-shooting rifies 





■ mi . - 
A .•■•. ■. They were not; Mr. Randolph, chairman 



tur;nn ; -the government of the State, provided the 
geotton i should result favorably for Seymour and 
biair. Inis intention was not oniyasnhjec of daily 
c.m versa-ion atnon-T. their people, but was openly 
declared by then* public speakers. 
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uepublicans Men were taken out bv the Ku Klux 
and whipped, to frighten them from voting the Re- 
publican ticket My subordinates officially notified 
me that malt the counties west of Broad river as 
well as in 1 ork county, Ku Klux abounded in uum- 
Ders and spread .genera] terror all over the country. 
Itiey traveled disguised, with their faces masked 
themselves covered with different habits, and their 
norses spread over with sheets or covers. They left ' 
notes with skull aud cross-banes, and mottoes; such 
as Beware; your time has come, 1 ' and also fre- 
ciuently left coffins at and about different doo», 
V, hen 1 was m Onion, in the summer and fall of 
lbCS, tbey declared openly that they would carry the 




ten out alive. In the sumo county numerous cases 
of whippings andshootings were officially reported 

to me. lho Ku Klux abounded everywhere. Iu 
Laurens county eases were officially reported tome 
in which men were stationed on the highways to 
prevent Republican voters from going to the pel's. 
Numerous outrages and murders ware perpetrated 
on Uepublicans. There was one ease iu which, in 




tirely out of the town. Iu Oconee, Pickens, and 
boartanburg the same state of affairs existed. Iu 
Oreenville. except in the lower part of the county, 
in which Ku Klux abounded, it was not so bad. Iu 
all the other counties a general system of intim- 
idation and terrorism reigned supreme. I daily 
expected to hear that my deputies were killed, and 
that anarchy had taken possession of the coutitw 
So great was the danger that I advised the members 
of the Legislature of Laurens and Y'ork not to go 
home during the recess. Every time that I myself 
went iuto those counties I thought I would not get 
back alive. I was told by prominent Democrats 
that I would not get back; that I would be killed. 
Prominent Democrats advised my friends in New 
York to get me to leave the State; that their polit- 
ical friends hud sworn to kill me. My principal 
danger was in the third and fourth congressional j 
districts of the State. The Ku Klux organisation 
in these districts was perfect. I was told since, by ; 
members of that organisation, that they had couriers 
posted all over the country who could travel as fast 
us the ear.- ; that if a disturbance commenced at any 
of the polls a general massacre oi Republicans was 
intended. 

_ Question. "Were there many Winchester rifles 
shipped into those counties by the Democrats ? 

Answer. Several thousand were shipped by ex- 
press, as well as many on private account. There , 
was a general distributing office here in Columbia. , 
_ Question. Was there a picture of leading Repub- 
licans taken and distributed throughout the State, 
so that they might be recognised aud murdered? 

,-lwnoer. There was. It was sent among the Dean - 
cratie roughs throughout the entire State. 

H.C. Brawley: 

I am thirty-live years of age; reside in Chester 
county, South Carolina, near the York county line, 
aud am a farmer. 

Question. Did you know the leader of the Ku Klux 
baud, as»well as a numberofthe band itself, who l! 



p:Ur<dOd the country at night BWriooi t» thil ebe- 

ir*n^i dld: *' tion,,t *kkJ*»ft •■■ n™ 

Option, Were those haunt armed and diggu! ad ' 

W. A. Bishop, farmer; 

Qufstwn. How long have you resided in Ore i »R1« 
county v '**"'"" 

Answer. About sixtat n or seventeen j ean 

Question. Did you hear Democrats express their 
opinion in regard to the reconstruction Uw« and 
tnebtate govornmeal organised mid. r them ! 

Answer. Ffaey considered tin: reci»!i--(rm-tinn laws 
were uiK\m«ti!iitmnal. and that the State ffovern- 
meat wonld not stand, and that it was lllc« t ■ d 
all laws passed were null and void, and that tl cy 
wonld not re-pee; the State officers. 

. John B. Hyde; 

1 wac freauautVy notified bv persons th t if Si t- 
mour and lilair were nl« eU 1 1 would be ran oui f 

m . GOUntrj ■• 1 ejut l u.y L \iv t 1M i ; . ;,. jjj pj 

tares of ooffins were posted on the doors oi thi 
ol pronunent EepnbUcanj, 
W. Magiil Fleming: 

Question. Sfhatopiuions did you hearexpre-. i by 
tue i Democrats m regard to the reconstruction laws 
and the State government organised under th< m ? 

Answer. Ihey held that the reconstruction ,>.<■:-• 
were illegal, unconstitutional, and void, and that the 
ttate povurnuieut or^.iiiued ther.djy was .. u.-nt, i- 
tion ot the rights of citiiene ol thia State, i ad ought 
to no resisted by every means which God and i 
bad put in their power. 
Thomas Hill: 

Question, Did they prevent the Onion Li i.- :■ •>■ 
meeting there? 

Answer. They broke it up eatii ' . 

watch in thewoodi to keep Republican! 
mg there. 

Question. Were the EepubltcanJ pi . 
well-behaved? 

Answer. They were afraid to show tbem elve*. II 

was not safe for a man to £ ay that he '.vj= 10. pu'j- 

lican. HewQuldbeshotdowooe I . '- .y- 

ingso. One mao by the name of Tabby, i 
president oi the Union L< kgne, w :- shot & 
John Kyle's store, in the town of Laurens, i 
daylight, simply for being a Republic 

Question, Did you ever join the Democrat 
at Laurens Court-House? 

Answer, 1 did. Being a poor man. 
to save my life, I was e imi ' 
colors and join the dab. 

Q u ttion. VFere you ever prcs< nt it t 
of that clu!: '.' 

-O^tr-r. I was often pr sent. 

Question, Did that club erer ] 
prevent Republicans from to tins :; the pn 
and congressional election in IS }; □ L, 
was the character of these re« iati >ns . 

I --..: They did. They i 
furnish every white Dem cnti 
be able to t ike possession ol th - ; olta 
the Republicans fronj 
election. 

Qw ti< ■. Wcrctl e D?iu 
that \^y^ 

Answer. Every ■ 
Enoch Cannon: 

I am 
was bora and -O--. I in that t an 
se\ bh years old. . 

0':.-' '.'0 ., V, h 

of said . ' 

[was 
? pnrl ■ mty. 

■ 
feeling bi»i rl 

<■ 

! 

■ o •. '..'■'. n 
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legally defeated in the contest for the election of 
members to the State convention. 

Question. Who were the leaders of the Democratic 
party iu your county at that time? 

Answer. Tho very men who led the county into 
rebellion in 1S6G, 

Question. What was the tone of tbe_ press in your 
county at the time and previous to this election ? 

Answer, It was bitter and threatening against the 
United States (i overnment and all its friends; against 
the reconstruction policy of Congress and the friends 
of the State proverninent. 

Question. What was the condition of Spartanburg 
■county at and previous to the day of the election? 

Answer. It was very nearly in a state of rebellion 
asainst tho United States Government, and terror 
and intimidation reigned supremo. While carrying 
the United States ilag I was ordered to halt by the 
leading Democrats, and both me and the llag was 
cursed by them, and the United States Government, 
.is well as the government of the'State of South 
Carolina, were denounced by them in blatant terms. 

T. M. Graham, born and raised in Chester : 

Question. Do you know that fire-arms were brought 
to Chester during tho canvass ? 

Anmoer. Yes, I know that a great many of those 
new-fashioned breech-loading rifles were brought 
there by two business men and sold to the people. 
I think the house of Smith & Melton ordered them 
for the people; they, brought none except to fill 
-orders, I think. 

P. J. O'Connell : 

Question, What were the principles of tho Demo- 
cratic Tarty, as set forth in their speeches and pub- 
lications, iu relation to the reconstruction laws and 
the State government organized under them? 

Answer. Their principles were that the recon- 
struction acta were null and void and unconstitu- 
tional, that they recognized no such thing as the 
State government, and would oountenance no man 
who associated himself with the Republican party. 
They regarded Governor Scott as an interloper, and 
■questioned his authority in matters that pertained 
to the State government. 

William P. Harris, a farmer, says: 

Question. How long have you lived in dewberry 
■county '.' 

Anmoer. For the last forty years. 

Question. Do you know anything about the persons 
who were killed? 

_ Answer. I know that Lee Nance, Johnson Gloster, 
Jack Roberts, and Amos Wesley were killed because 
they were active Republicans; I knew of several 
who ware turned off for voting Republican tickets. 
aim I have neard of a great many who were whipped 
or turned off for intending to vote tho Republican 
ticker. 

James Henderson: 

Question. How Ions havo you lived in Newberry 
county? 

A wiser. Thirty-one years. 

Question. State if you know if there was a general 
system oi intimidation and violence practiced in 
^ ewborry county for the purpose of preventing tho 
colored men and members of the Republican party 
trim voting the Republican ticket. 

Answer. There was. 

Question. What did that consist of? 

Answer. It consisted in whipping, shooting, kill- 
ing, and turning them off the places. 

Question, State, if you know, how many men were 
Killed in .Newberry county onaccountof their polit- 
ical opinions during the canvass. 

Answer. Poor, for being Republicans. 

Question. How many whipped? 

A newer. Three that Iknow of, for the same reason. 

Question, Ilo.v many shot? 

Answer. Three shot badly that I know of; there 
are dozens of others that I have heard of, but these 
I know uiyselt. 

John H. Cochran : 
I was born in Anderson county; have lived there 
all my life; am twenty-six years old. 



Question, Were you a rebel during tho war, and 
in the rebel army ? 

Answer. Yes; in fourth South Carolina regiment, 
and wounded in first Bull Run battle. 

Question. Stato the political condition of Anderson 
county during the campaign. 

Answer. Very excited. Democratic clubs were 
organized throughout tho county, and it was gener- 
ally understood, and I was so told by many members 
of tho clubs, that resolutions were passed in tho 
clubs that no man should employ colored men who 
voted theRepubVean ticket, and there^ was a general 
system of intimidation and violence in many por- 
tions of the county ; in some portions of the county 
men, white and colored, were whipped and shot on 
account of their being Republicans, to prevent them 
from voting Republican ticket and to prevent them 
from taking an active part in the campaign. Men 
and women have called to see mo who had been 
whipped, their property destroyed, their children 
maltreated by bodies of armed men who patrolled 
tho county at night, 

John Henderson : 

Question. Name, where do you live, how long have 
you lived there ?_ 

Answer. Maybinton, Newberry county; am twenty- 
throe years old; lived there all my life. 

Question. Were colored men allowed to vote at 
that precinct? 

Answer, No. sir. The whites— Democrats— -came 
to the polls armed, and would not allow a colored 
man to vote. About fifty -five or sixty colored men. 
Republicans, were present, but were not allowed 
to vote. I was not allowed to vote. 

Q uestion. Was there any violence throughout tho 
campaign in Newberry ? 

Answer. Many men were whipped, many turned 
off the plantations, and three murdered. 

B.F.Bates: 
_ lam fifty-two years of age; was born and raised 
in Spartanburg county, South Carolina; am a farmer 
and merchant. 

Question. Were there not very many Republicans 
kept from the polls by throats and intimidation ? 

Answer. They were almost all kept away. Tho Ku 
Ivlux Klan had traveled allover the county for many 
nights previous to that day. Two colored men mys- 
teriously disappeared a short time before the elec- 
tion and have never returned. 

Question, To which party did you belong? 

Answer. I was identified with neither party, but 
would have voted for A. S. Wallace, on grounds of 
personal friendship, but voted tho Democratic ticket 
tor reasons above stated. 

G. L. Pearsons: 

I am twenty-four years of age, born and raised in 
Spartanburg. county, and am a farmer. 

Question. Did political feeling on the part of tho 
Democracy run high and beeomo bitter toward Re- 
publicans at and before the congressional and pres- 
idential election in 1868? 

Answer. It did. It was very bitter and hostile. 




Question. Were you yourself over threatened by 
the Ku Ivlux? 

Answer. I was. I went to Cedar Grove ohuroh.Just 
across tho river in Laurens county. They threat- 
ened mo that it I ever came back they would tako 
me out and hickory-whip me. 

Question. At what precinct did you voto on the day 
of that election ? 




Question. What kind of threats wore made? 
m ":;7; Threats won, made that if I voted they 
would vu Klux me, and run me off tho placo I lived 
mi l lived on rented laud.. They afterward com- 
pelled ine to giVo it up. * * * * * 
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at Cnshwlle by these throats and intimidations? 

Answer. A very great many. I know of at least 
ten white men and at least thirty colored men who 
threat" * * « p " i nefc £ n «*»unt of these 

Question, Did the Democrats all vote? 

•Dtstm-. Every onev There was no threats made 

wl nVn S i . theu V A ? a ^H l have voted if th «* liad be ™ 
willing to vote that ticket. 

Question. Was there a general threat at these 
ticket? YOtetl tllc Kc P ublic »» 

•Answer. There was. Such was the general under- 
standing. 

James Perry: 

I am forty-one years of age; reside in Spartanburg 
county, South Carolina; and am a magistrate 

Qtte«fton.Were.the Ku Klux organization in vour 
county, and did they travel over it previous to that 
election, spreading general terror wherever they 
went? J 

Answer. It was As magistrate, I had constant 
complaints made betoro mc of threats made and 
outrages perpetrated by them; and, as magistrate, 
I had threats mado against mo for arresting mem- 
bers of their organisation. There were also com- 
plaints made to mc of outrages committed by them 
in Laurens and Greenville counties. They left 
threats in writing, ominous signs, and even coffins, 
at the doors of Republicans. They also attacked 
the promises and fired into the houses of Repub- 
lican citizens. 

Dr. John N. Lindsey : 

I am forty years of ago; reside in Spartanburg 
county, South Carolina, and am a farmer. 

Question. What was tho feeling toward Republic- 
ans in the congressional and presidential campaign 
in 1868 in your county.' 

Ansioer. It was very bitter and hostile. 

Question. What position did you. occupy at that 
election? 

Answer, I was clerk at the Cashvillo district. 

Question. For what ticket did you vote? 

Answer. The Democratic ticket. 

Qxteslion. Were Republican tickets taken from 
voters at the polls and torn up? 

Answer, I saw one taken and torn up. When I 
saw that, I said, "Boys, that is wrong. Quit it." 

Question. At afair election do you not believe the 

T> „..„Ki;™., .,„ „, — .,1 J 1, ... ■ ■,•!... .. L ll.l 1 o 




v.\,t,ti^., iu in*,.,,' vamt 'iugu vu ou iiit*; 

ans as to keep thorn from voting? 
Answer, It was. 

Thomas C. Scott : 

Question. Did you hear any of tho Democratic 
State canvassers threaten colored men that, it" they i 
voted tho Radical ticket, they should not live on 
their land or bo employed by them in any way by 
members of the Democratic party? 

Answer. Yes; I heard Gabriel Cannon, State can- 
vasser, say, in addressing tho colored people, that if ; 
they voted the Radical ticket they would lose their 
friends and wander about like Indians; get their i 
lengt 'a, two by six, and their bones would whiten the ! 
hills, as they were dependent upon us for every- I 
thing—bread, employment, and sustenance; that 
those who professed to be their friends were not 
their friends, as all they wanted was to make them , 
v.. ie the Radical I iekot, as they (the Radicals) wanted ' 
their votes, and that was all. 

H.H.Foster: , . 

lam twenty-nine years of ego; was raised and | 
b»rn in Spartanburg county, South Carolina, and am 
a brick-mason. I was a member of the constitutional 
convention. 

Question. Were many Republicans maltreated 
throughout the county previous to that election? 

Answer, There were a great, many. They were 



r^'.nT 1 ''- E here \ vas: ao* they did. and spread ter- 
liean vo[cr' U!>y Whar °™ tllc >" wt ' ut *""»*>« Repub- 

Question. Were you present the day that \ S 
Wallace and other Republicans spoke at Spartan- 
burg Court-House previous to that election? 

Aijvarrr. I was. 

Question. Did you hear fcbespeeeh ofGabriel f, M>- 

uon and Dr. Blake on that day ? 
Ansioer. I did. 
, Question. Did Mr. Gannon threaten colored voters 

if they voted the Republican ticket? 
f Answer. He did. He said, " Wa own the lauds; 
[ you live on them; you eat our bread and meat; and 
| it you vote tor our enemies, the Radicals, you wilfl 
■ fret your earth, two by six; you will go like the In- 
dians and your bones will whiten our hill-rides " % 
Br. Blake s speech was stillmore threatening. They 
l blocked up the passage by a lawless mob, who were 
: shouting and denouncing Republicans until we 
. heard these speeches. 

Question. Were the speeches of Democratic si e % - 
: crs generally of this threaten:;!- tone? 
Answer. They were. 

Question. Where did you vote at that election " 
Answer. At Spartanburg Court-House. I wasone 
of a crowd ot eleven who started to vote the Repub- 
lican ticket, with tickets in our hands, and I was 
the only one who got voting that ticket. The others 
were turned back and some of them compelled to 
vote the Democratic ticket. The crowd that blocked 
up the way to the polls was threatening and men- 
acing; so much so that Republicans were afraid to 
pass through it. 

Question, Did you hearS. Strobe Farran, chairman 
of the Democratic club, say they intended to carry 
the election, no matter for law, order, or anything 
else? 

Answer. I did; and I heard him boast afterward 
that, they had carried the election, and some one 
replied, "You did notdoitby fair means." 11 
*'I know we did not, but we carried it anyhow." 
C. C. Baker: 
lam thirty years of age; reside in Union county, 
South Carolina; L am a gold miser; titer:-, 
great many Winchester carbines brought tnt > that 
county. 

Question. "Was there such an organisation as the 
Ku Klux Klan in your county at that time '.' 

Answer. I did not see them myself, bal the gen- 
eral reputation was that such an organizati< n did 
exist for the purpose of intimidating Republi 
Question, Wereyou yourself threatened ''. 
Answer, I was. I was told that if 1 went ii 
the negro party, meaning the Republican part] . I 
could not live there. 

Question. Was your acquaintance extensive in 
Union. Spartanburg, and York counties? 

Answer. It was. I was passing and - 
through these counties hunting told mio< s. 

Question. Was the intimidation general 1 i 
out these counties? 
Answer. It was. It amounted to terr i 
Question. Was the condition such as to t .'■ nta 
fair and full vote? ... 

Answer. It was. The negroes worl 
eight in number, except one m m, 
and vote. This one una Wi 




war, an*j > 

major geaoral a* the close 






J, ,lm Bate* I , , ... . i 

; mr ,|i, W (.| thirteen other* were hred upon ami 
vvoiuitl. d at Haiituek Depot. >n linnm county, by a 
,,,,,1, ,,i Dcmooraot*. without any provocates, sou 
lofi-otj to Hv '" Columbia for protection, 

i, u , ,<,,,,,. vVera the Uoioa Leagues broken up by 
Democrats In the till oflftWluyour oounty r 

.l,i, „>.-,■. 'I hey w«ro, 

o,,,,!,,,,,. Diaarmsd band* ol Ku klux patrol your 

'An '•>■■>. Thoy did. and tbreaUnodall Republic- 
,,„ , They oauia to my bouse di guUed.drew thou 
arms upon me, andjworetbey would kill me. Alter 
t) t i ■. tefl my bouse I board n idiot firod by them at it 
colored man by the aameof. Henry Jetor, who was 
wounded by them. I i»w tho wound toe next 

<JiWi<»n. Were colored Republicans generally 
intimidated and threatened in that oampaurn/ 

|. ,,.■,■• r. Thoy .vitii; they wore afraid to ao out of 
their houses, and wore imt permitted to keep alight 
jn their bouse ftt night, . 

Queetiou, At what prwlaet did you voto at that 

■ b, linn ? , 

i„„:v,-. [dldnol vote. I went to Sautuok !;re- 
stnotto v»to, bat toey would not allow mo; thoy 
atdnotafoa permit mo to approaoa too polls,ana 

iwot'.i that if I did they would shoot me down. 1 
thou left woo wool to Union preoincfc, with egxent 
in niv others, some eleven miles. They refused our 
rotoi there* they •aid there were too many Radical 
ttokett voted already i thai they would lot us vote 
II wo v.. ted tin! Democratic tiokot. 

Qw stunt. Were there many colored Republicans 
who wore prevented rrom voting at Union precinct 
when the polls oloaed ? 

duiiaer. There w«w, several hundred. 

J, A. Walk-r: , , ■ -.. _ 

1 am twenty-four yearsof age; was born and raised 
in tJoion oounty, South Carolina; am a schoolmaster 
and magistrate. The llfeofno Republican was safe, 
i was often Insulted, nod dually discharged for my 
ndheronoo to the Republican party. 

!*•*•• e'* • 

Quuti ■»'.. Did the Democrats carry arms to tho 
poll i and tlu-c ktep to use them? 

.t-i.:"v. Xheydtd. They came in, two and three 
,it ;i time, with Winchester rifles swung on their 
shoulders, with pistols in their belts, and cartridge- 
boxes on their backs, thxaatening to kill any man 
who voted against them. * * * . *. * 

Qu< ',"■!, Was there such an organisation in your 
county as the Ku Klux, who wont over the comity 
pri vioaa to this eleotkon. disguised and armed, at 
night, and threatened to kill all who voted the 
tWtbliean tiokot? 

i,i. mn\ There was, Tboy came within livo mm- 
deed yards of my house the night before (ho election, 
who mauirod lor Aleck Walker and J.S. Blohley, 
»ud oald ihej would kill them before morning. 1 
iv ,i ■ lying in ambush Mid heard them. 

',i':.".'.''.". Was Lli.it Ku Klux organiaation genoral 
thrauguou! tliii country? 

I >!■■.-. Pram my own personal knowledge, and 
from uiost reliable information, 1 would say it was. 

Qmssiion, Wei -o not a number of Winchester ride? 
bruugbl 1 1> -i f beforo the election and distributed 
ii:-t"i'. -. the Damooratsf 

.'. wki r. There were, and they are tb »re yet, and 
w«>ru n.M'ly \\i*\\ by the Democrats on that day. 

v . : '■> ;. W'u.ii was the fooling of the Democratic 
party of Uuton county in roferenoe to reconstruc- 
tion? 

Awmtr. It was very hitter and hostile. They bit- 
terli deuounced the United States Government, the 
fovernmont ^( the State, and were utterly opposed 

to the colored men having any rights whatever. 

JWo J. Mobry sworn: 
V •■':,;. How long i'.-ive you resided in Union 
oounty? 

Imm r, M! my life, 

{,'■ vi •:;. II.; ve you hee:\ e.ciiuaiutcd with the con- 



.liti.m of polittooJ affairs in your oounty for some 
yaari past ? 




111. il!Ut:it m biUAwn iinuiiT'»-w» -- — - ■ ■ - , - 

the present time. I was a mimapor ot election at 
(Sou.lre.sville precinct at tho election for President 
and members of Oongross on 3d day «l JNovcmber, 



Quittion, I!y whom were these throats made? 

'|yi,-wer. By memherrf of thu Democratic party. 
They threatened repeatedly to kill every man who 
voted tho Republican ticket, and to drive them ou 
the lands which they occupied, and to run them out 
Of tho country. I heard one man say publicly that 
he would at any time join a party to fro to a Kopnb- 
lloan'a bouse and kill him and burn up everything 
hr> hud. This was said in tho crowd on the day pi 
the election, and ho was publicly applauded by the 
Democrats. * * * * .* . * * * 

Question. Wasthereao orpcamaation in your county 
known as tho Ku KluxKlan? 

Antwerp It was tfenorally understood that tlioro 
was such an organization, and many outrages wcro 
committed on Republicans by men in disguise riding 
after nigh t, who claimed to be members of that organ- 
isation. Vive persons, ail of whom were Republicans, 
wore murdered within my knowledge; three shot 
and two hanged. A sixth man had his throat cut so 
that ho died at onco. Another Republican was caught 
by such a party of men in disguise, tied hand and 
foot and thrown into tho river, but in struggling ho 
broke the rope and swam out. Several other Repub- 
licans were taken from their homes and whipped 
and beaten. These outrages were notorious, and 
believed all over the county. I am satisfied that 
they were committed, and I am satisfied that it was 
done by members of the Democratic party lor tho 
purpose of intimidating and frightening Republicans 
and preventing them from voting at the election lor 
President and member of Congress. ( , 

Question. What had been the political position of 
tho leaders of tho Democratic party in your county 
for some years previous? 

Anaioer. They all were prominent secessionists in 
I860, and all were actively engaged in the rebellion, 
and since tho war havo been bitter enemies ol the 
United States Government and actively opposed to 
tho reorganization of the State government under 
the reconstruction laws. 

Jed. P. Porter sworn : . 

Question, iiow long havo you lived in Union 
county? 

Aimoer. All my life* * * * * I heard 
many throats of violence made by Democrats against 
Republicans. I heard an organization called the 
Ku Klu.x Kian spoken of. A short time before the 
election a frceduian who lived in my neighborhood 
informed me that a coffin had been loft in the shop 
where ht> worked, with n, notico that if he did not 
leave tho country at once he would be killed for being 
a Radical. I am satisfied it was true, and the frecd- 
maa left at onco for Columbia. 

Question. What position did you occupy about tho 
time of the election? 

Answer. I was appointed manager at the Going's 
precinct. On the day previous to the election on 
November o. 1868, 1 went to Union Court-House for 
the Republican tickets for that precinct; I got the 
tickets and was preparing to start home, when a man 
came up and asked to see the tickets; he refused to 
give them back and walked away with them; my 
brother-in-law, who was a Democrat, came to mo 
and advised me to leave, saying that if I did not 
leave I would be killed; I then went round in the 
rear of a lot where some freedman brought, my horse. 
and I started home accompanied by my brother; I 
had gone near four miles when a crowd of eight 
Democrats came up rapidly, cursing mo for being a 
Radical and jerked me off my horse; the fall bruised 
my face ami cut it severely; they kicked and beat 
me while I was on the ground until my face and 
clothes were covered with blood. I then mounted 
my horse and started on home. Some of the crowd 



Still followed me; about nine taijfij from town they - 
made another attack on me, and pulled me off my | 
horse, saying they were, grodng to kill me for being a 
Radical j they then kicked and knocked niodown < 
and beat me uiuil T became unconscious, and they ! 
left mo for dead. The last I recollect was one man 
Baying, "Get out tho way, and let me kill him with a 
rail;" some one replied, " «0, be Is dead already." j 
When f became conscious they all had gone, and I 
do not know how long I lay there. A man came 
along the road and helped me to got on my horse ; 
and went home with me. For twelve days 1 wM not. 
able to move without help, and my life was despaired 
of by my physician. These parties had no cause i 
of offense with me whatever, except that 1 was a 
Republican; one of thorn was a brother-in-law. 

Question. AVere these parties indicted in the.Stata | 
courts? 

Aniwer. Yes; I indicted them in the court and j 
proved it by half a dozen witnesses and swore to the I 
facts myself, but the grand jury, composed of Dem- ' 
ocrats, refused to find a true bill against the parties 
who made the attack, 

John R. Faries: 
I am a resident of York county. South Carolina; j 
was born and raised there. * • * A num- 
ber havo already been outraged ; three of them des- 
perately whipped; one of them had his house and 
all his furniture and provisions burned. 

John W. Meade : 

Qiteetion. What is your name, age, and occupation ? 

Answer. John Wesley, Meade; thirty-eight years 
of age; reside at Rock Hill, Yorkcounty ; acarriage- 
inaker. 

Question. How long havo you resided in York 
county? 

Answer. About ten years. * * * * 

Question. What acts of violence were committed, 
and by whom? 

Answer. A party of men disguised, calling them- 
selves the Ku Klux, went by night all around the 
county leaving coffins at doors of Republicans and 
putting them upon trees ; and on one occasion they 
attacked the house of a well-known Republican, 
breakingdown thedoor and shooting into the house, 
and when assistance came they went hurriedly away. 
Similar reports were brought to me daily from dif- 
ferent parts of the county. The Republicans, gen- 
erally, were so intimidated and frightened that they 
were afraid of being attacked, both day and night. 
On one occasion a party of men disguised rode around 
my house, and was afterward told that they were the 
Ku Klux Klan. The party spoken of above, who 
made the attack on the house, were inquiring for a 
prominent Republican, declaring that they intended 
to kill him and put a stop to his League meetings. 

Griffin Johnson: 

Question. Was any attack made on your house ? 

Answer. There was none made on my house, but 
my brother-in-law's house was attacked (itwasabout 
seventy-five yards from my house) by three men, who 
called my brother-in-law out and asked for a drink 
of water, which he gave them, and they asked him if 
he knew them. He replied, "I know one of you." 
They drank and rode off about fifty yards, and re- 
turned and called him out again, and said to him, 
"Come to the fence," which he did, when they com- 
menced to take out their pistols, and he became 
alarmed and ran in the house. They then com- 
menced firing at him, and shot his wife (who was 
standing in the door of the house) through the thigh. 
I saw the ball extracted from the wound by the sur- 
geons. I understand the party washunting forme, 
and did not intend to shoot my brother-m-law or his 
wife. 

J.H.White: ., , . „ , 

Question. How long have you resided in lork 
county? 
Answer. About forty years. * ' " • 
Question. Did bands of men in disguise patrol the 
county, threatening and intimidating Republican 
voters? ,, . . 

Answer. They did; they rode over all sections of 



the county, visiting tttahOBSOSOf U'-pe.bliean^hool - 

log into the houses, breaking down doors and 
threatening them If taoy went to the polls tho next 
day they should be murdered. 

Question, Dul you ever hoar of these disguised 
bands toingto thr house of u Democrat? 

Afunoer, Only to huld their meetings, or to es- 
aemblo. 

Question. Did you hear of any house being bum, :i| 
by these parties? 

Answer. The. day after tho election a man living 
near Hickory Grove went with mo to a magistrate 
and made a complaint that a parly of men in dis- 
guise came to his house on the night before the elec- 
tion and told him it he attempted to go out. and vote 
the Republican ticket they would kill him boforo ho 
would got back, lie did go to the election, and took 
his wife with him, and on his return found that his 
house had been fired in his absence, and everything 
lie had in the world burned up. He tracked the 
parties away from his house and across the Bold. 
They all appeared to be wearing boot.:. 

Kelson Hammond: 

I am twenty-seven years of age; Nelson Ham- 
mond, Yorkville ; and occupation keeper of a con- 
fectionery store. 

QucKtion. Did bands of men patrol the county dis- 
guised, ride around; and, if so, what did they do 1 

Answer. Yes, they rode everywhere in t.hecounty, 
firing offguns, visiting bouses, threatening men that 
if they went to the polls they should be killed, and 
left images of coffins marked " K. K. K." on door; 
and on houses, and otherwise frightening and in- 
timidating Republicans. I never heard of any Dem- 
ocrats being disturbed. 

Johnson Wright: 

> Question. State your age, residence, and occupa- 
tion. 

An*icer. I am about thirty-eight years of age ; live 
in Oconee county ; and am a carpenter. 

Question. What was the feeling of tho Democratic 
party toward Republicans in the campaign of Y^'A't 

Answer. It was hostile and threatening all over 
tho county, lam well acquainted all over the oounty. 

Question. Were threats made against Republicans, 
and.what was their nature? 

Answer. There were threats made against the per- 
sons of Republicans, and also threats that every man 
who voted the Republican ticket would be turned 
off and left to starve. 

Question. Was it generally understood that the ku 
Klux traveled all over your county ? 

Answer. It was. They spread terror all over the 
county. 

Alexander Brycc, jr.: 
I am thirty-four years of age, and am a merchant : 
and at the time of the presidential and con arcs inn a I 
election in 18G-S, was a deputy State constable. 

» * * * »*•*;* 

I received a notice on the morning of November 1* 

1863. through the post office, signed "K. K.," which 
informed me that 1 should have three hours to leave 
the town, and that if I did not go I would be six 
feet under ground. I found also another notice ituck 
up at the public well in Walhalhi. And on the even- 
ing of the same day I received a written notice, 
dated November 7, but received by me oa the even- 
ing of the 1st. 

Question. What, in your opinion, was the Object m 
the notice? 

Answer. It was to get me out at night, so that tuey 
could assassinate me. 

J.P.Cooper, farmer: 

Question. How long have you resided in i 10X004 
county? 

Answer. Twenty-three yearn 

Question. Were you in Piekens county r- 
to and during the election for President and vwt 
President, held on the 3d November, U 58 .' 

Answer. I was. 

Question. Were there any means used hy o 
parries to intimidate Republicans and ke«p tl 
from voting :-.l the election for member -. i 



She is considered one of the best recon- 
structed States. The work was done under 
General Wager Swayne, of Ohio, a man worthy 
of his distinguished father. We had hoped for 
quiet here. But murders are committed with j 
impunity, even upon United States officers. It 
was in Alabama that the Ku Klux killed a J 
route agent in his mail car, and the Governor, i 
while he boasts of the condition of the State, 
acknowledges that the Ku Klux Ivlan has been 
organized there. Lacking employment at 
home, they overrun Mississippi 

Mr. BUCKLEY. There are eight thousand 
in our State. 

Mr. STEVENSON". And that may prove j 
but a beginning, unless we make an end of it. j 

Mississippi. 
The continued presence of national troops 
kept the Ku Klux Kian in abeyance in Mis- 
sissippi. The Secretary of War, in his annual 
report for 1869, said of that State: 

"The employment, of troops beyond the ordinary 
routine of duty lias beer, confined to expeditions for 
the purpose of arresting lawless character;? guilty 
of murder or other serious offenses. Supported by 
public opinion, a few men, in defiance of the law, 
commit murders and outrages, and civil officers are 
unequal to the task of bringing them to justice. 
Guarded and protected by their neighbors, their 
arrest becomes very difficult, and the assistance of 
troops is demanded. The parties injured or their 
friends rarely undertake to aid the civil or military 
authorities, and. if SO, hesitatingly and secretly." 

And since the military has been withdrawn 
the ferment has begun. The Governor lately 
boasted of the condition of the State ; but he 
has been compelled to ask the Legislature for 
extraordinary powers to raise a regiment of 
cavalry, of picked men, to pursue and arrest 
the masked assassins, the cost of force and 
rewards for the apprehension of Ku Klux to 
be paid by the county in which the outrage 
occurs. This is oue of the most radical propo- 
sitions. If is like one for which that Radical 
of Radicals [Mr. BOTLER, of Massachusetts,] 
has boon cursed by Democrats. It remains 
to be seen whether Governor Alcorn will meet 
the fate of Governor Stevenson, whose rec- 
ommendations were despised, or that of Gov- 
ernor Uobien, whose vigorous action has been 
avenged by impeachment. 

A K KANSAS. 

Genera} Howard said in IS6S: 
"The administration of justice by the civil author- 
ities has been far from effective. Lawless violence 
and ruffianism havo prevail od to an alarm ing extent. 
Three churches belonging t^ hvedinen in Washita 
county were burned by parties unknown on the night 
of April t, 1868, The assistant commissioner attrib- 
utes this wanton act to the bitter feelings aroused by 
the par! the lYeoduieii had taken in the then recent 

election, end states that similar deods are not uncom- 
mon. 'The Ku Klux Klan serve they mysterious 
notices and make tli-ir midnight rounds m aifior*nt 
parts of too State. Srery precaution has been taken 

v. ith liie nn-e: 5 at hand. Troops were Stationed at 
twenty-four differed p. dm,' us thefc>talc; bin oreu 
this distribution has failed to ehecfe Iho on!, live 



civil law in this State, so far a? the punishment of 

crime is concern ed. exists only in name.' 
'* On the night of May Id a freedinen's church and 
! school-house (not erected by Government aid) in 
\ Mississippi county was burned by incendiaries." 1 

The military arm has been vigorously used 
i by the State authorities and there has been 
| marked improvement, yet the elements of dis* 

• order are not conquered. They only await a ■ 
: favorable opportunity, and the loyal people 

; may need national protection. 

LOUISIANA. 

It was in New Orleans that opposition to 

• reconstruction broke out ia the massacre of 
! the constitutional convention, and Louisiana 

has been oue of the bloodiest, of the recon- 
structed States. Iu 1868 General Howard 
>; said: 

ij "The condition of society in the more remote and 
' sparsely settled parishes is greatly disorganised. In 
J some sections the treatment of the colored people 
j| has heeu deplorable. Outrage and crimes of every de- 
j; seriptiou have been perpetrated upon tb em witfaim- 
I punity. In these sections the character of the local 
l! magistracy is not .as high as could be desired, and 

I many of them have connived at the escape of offend- 

II ers, while some have even participated intheout- 
II rages. In other sections lawless ruffians haveover- 
I awed the civil authorities, "vigilance committees 1 
I and 'Ku Klux Elans,' disguised, by night, have 
j ! burned the dwellings and shed the blood ot anoffead- 
I ing freedmen. In many cases of brutal murder 
I brought before the civil authorities verdicts ofjusti- 
I liable homicide in self-defense have been rendered.'' 

j: After this was written the most horrible 
j: riots occurred. 

This House sent a committee to Louisiana 
'I in 1SG9, of which I had the honor to be ehair- 
i! man. Here is the testimony in two volumes, 
j | fifteen hundred pages. J: exhibits a ebndt- 
;i tion of society without parallel out of Paris. 
I, The Ku Klux were organized under the name 

I of " The Knights of the White Cameiia." The 
! testimony contains long lists of murders ana 
| other outrages ascertained, bat it was impos- 
' stble to prove all, and much that is known was 
I discovered accidentally, as when a witness 

|| passing through the forest on the Teehe saw 

I I a cloud of buzaards above him, and came upon 
! j a half-covered pile of dead, their limbs proirud- 
i; ing on every side so that he counted ('ve- 
il twenty corpses, part of the victims of the St. 
|i Landry massacres, in which it is estimated that 

! over two hundred negroes— one tenth of the ■., 
j; Republican poll of the parish— wore slain in . 5 
ii a campaign of two days conducted under reg- 
ular orders from the commander of "The 
|| Knights of the White Canielia," the Louisiana 

: Ku KitlX. . / 

This riot grew on t of an assault upon 
ji son Bentiey, ao Ohio boy. from Columbiana 
h county, who was teaching school in Opelousaa 
> and editiuga Republican paper. He was -'■ 
1 lacked in his schoolroom anionj 
i revolvers wore leveled on him whde he was 
'! brutally beaten and warned a* Ka 

!j Klux, apprehending resistance by the negroes, 



Ansictr. There was: armed hands rode about 
through the county at night for some time previous 

to th?" election ; it was done every night for over a 

':.•':'-;■:. Could Republicans vote without molest- 
ation t annoyance at thai precinct, on the day of 
election for member of Coccress, President, and 
Yiee President? 

A ■-. «r. No, they could not; on tside parties opened 
the tickets aod took down the names of all persons 
who voted the Republican ticket; these parties were 
appointed by Democratic clnbs, '.viio also gave cer- 
ti£catC3to all who voted the Democratic ticket, so 

The Ku Klax are hostile to preachers, the 
natural leaders of a religions people. 
5: a . bo Sanders : 

pal ion. 

twr ■: the gospel ot the Baptist church. _ ^ 

Q , ■ on* Were any threats made a rains: yourself? 

Q ■•-.:.,. For what reason did they threaten to 
she ityoa? * 

(Objected to.) 

Ant -•:■. Because I had influenced the people to 
vote !.,<■- II -j ii ub; ;can ticker. 

Questic :. Did parties of men ride over the county j 
threatening violence to citizens? 

Am oer. A party calling themselves KuKlux went : 
thro.;;:; my neighborhood, threatening to kill them 
that "»- ■,:'■ i i.o: ;uree to vote the Democratic ticket, ' 



BLow long bare yon resided in Greerr- 
\:,'t. county . 

r. Fot thirty-odd years. 

V '•' - ■■. Wepe you ia Qreenville county during 
the m '-,■:'..• of O.-t <ber and November, &3631! 
Am ■■ ■-. I :: is, 

'.'■ - '■'■ i. Was tb riitical excitement in 

Gn ;::.-■ : - c »unfy during that time .' 
-!:■'.':■■: re was. 

Q ■•■''■ . Wt asures resorted to to intim- 

ida s voters; and if so. by whom, and against wh< m? 

Obj '-..I :■■: le idiog. I 
.-'.- -■'-. There were, by the Democratic party to 
! 
■ • .. What were those m< asnresi 

r voted the Repab- 

I be turned away from the 

h tb y ocenpis 1 as employes. Also, on 

ha. Rev. Mr. Lendermaa's 

land fired into, about ei«ht miles 

ir" -h iitvL-. ."ir. I.e.-; .h.Tra..:, it,;. ,: C nan- 

' ' ■' : - s : -"" ; ' ' - : n as a raao <>i high rct;'i- 

dored all ovt r the county; he 

r, during and incot! 

not believing in ox- 
- 1 am s r; ; h ■•[ that thci i 
hundred lored voters tb .• >ul<l 
' ■ ■ ■ ;et,il faey ba 

ti all. that did not \ i| 



ral H i ward' ( report, 1 

been perpetrated 
'his St a rthrrn 

■ ■ - ... 

1 man and bit d a 

...■'.. ■■.., ; 

■ i an i their hoi 

. ... the 
. ■ ;, criminals." 

■ , 

hiy no 

te it tod, 



and no attempt is maae to puuimi iau.>c >» u.« i«miua 
them, Murders have been and are fretiuent ; the 

' abuse in various ways of the blacks is too common to 
' excite notice. There can be no doubt of the exist- 
ence Qt~ numerous insurrectionary organizations 
i known as 'Kit Klux Klaus.' who, shielded by their 
I disguise, by the secrecy of their movements, and by 
!■ the terror whieh they inspire, perpetrate crime witu 
' impunity. There is great reason to believe thatua 
some cases local magistrates are in sympathy with 
! the members of these organizations. In many places 
" thev are overawed by them and dare not attempt to 
| punish them. To punish such offenders by civil 
i proceedings would be a difficult task, even were 
magistrates iu all eases disposed and had they the 
I courage to do their duty, for the same influences 
which govern them equally affect juries and wit- 
nesses. "A conversation which I had with a wealthy 
planter, a gentleman of intelligence :md education, 
and a political opponent oi' the present national 
Administration, wiD illustrate this difficulty. \\ bale 
deploring the lamentable condition of affairs iu the 
county in which he lives, he frankly admitted to me 
that, "were the most worthless vagabonds in the 
county to be charged with a crime against the per- 
son of a Republican or a negro, neither he nor any 
other person of property within the county would 
dare to refuse to give bail for the offender, nor would 
they dare to testify against him, whatever might be 
their knowledge of his guilt." 

We have several volumes of testimony, show* 
ing the presence and proceedings of the Ellon 
in Georgia, by which they carried the congres- 
sional and presidential election, compelling 
twenty thousand electors to remain absent 
from the polls or vote the Democratic ticket. 
Whole counties having a Republican majority 
failed to cast a single vote for Grant, and in 
others (he Republican vo'.e frag reduced to a 
small fraction of what it had been. 

Even this Bowery peninsula, pointing like 
the tinger of destiny to the islands of the Gulfj 
is not free from Ku Klux. Tito protection of 
the national Army "has been required, and may 
be again. Th« ireodmen are. more independ- 
ent than elsewhere, as under the management 
of General Howard many of them have home 

ads, Bnt the same (dement-, of discord art' 
there as in all other States, and will produce 
Like effect u 

AM): *. " -,. 

General Howard, in bis report for 18 s. 
says i 

" Oases of violent outrage upon freed people hs 
nofcheenverj Frequently reported, though'tbi oi 
isation known a -the' Ku Klux Kian' bavo abused 
I men in some sections of the State." 

Ami General Terry, in his report for 1869, 
says: 

"Frr.ni southern Alabama I loam of bat little 

trouble. TaemiddJe and northern parts of the State, 

, an in a vary disturbed condition, in' 

my loo lit tea life and property ; are wry insecure. 

moot, end the oi?il authority a are 

i utterly power! js to prevent or punisli them, or are 

■ car< lessoi their duties, aswili boscen from the lis) of 

■ haientii whi h I ba ro ■■:'•, « a ab m o. Military 

been sriv en for ' be preseryation of the peace 
11 ■ •>'■ ■" parw ol tSio Si ite in many instances; in qc 
ca e bas an nppHcBi.ion for il been refused. It is 

■ ■<■'! thai uniformly the presonoe of troopi in 
"" ,: <'urbe<j tioas b ■ be* a attend* dwith happy 

1 rcsulta." 
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dispatched couriers to all parts of the parish 
and gathered their klana, who rallied to Ope- 
lousas in anus, killing as they came. 

The only attempt at self-defense by the ne- 
groes wus feeble and timid, and resulted in the 
wounding of one white man, the killing of a 
number of negroes, and the capture of thirteen. 
These were lodged by their captors in the par- 
ish jail to await judgment by the council of the 
Ku Ivlux Elan; and at night, between the 
two days of massacre, these thirteen captives 
were taken from the jail and shot All white 
Republican leaders who survived were driven 
from the parish, and a number of German 
.Republicans kept away from the polls; and 
two thousand colored Republicans were taken 
as captives of war, marked with badges of red 
flannel on their arms, enrolled in Democratic 
clubs with white rebel officers, led to the bal- 
lot-box, and compelled to vote for their ene- 
mies, the murderers of their brethren, and then 
furnished with "protection papers" certifying 
the fact that they had voted the " Democratic 
ticket." In this parish, where before the riot 
the Republicans had a majority of registered 
voters, not one ballot was cast for Grant or any 
Republican candidate. So deep and lasting 
was the impression made by this massacre 
that a year afterward it was requisite to keep 
national troops at Opelousas. 

On the Red river, above Shreveport, an 
Arkansas Democrat, passing an old man's 
house, inquired if there were any Radicals 
there. A lad answered "Yes, there's one," 
pointing to an old man sitting by the door j when 
the white man raised his rifle and shot the old 
negro dead. Thereupon the colored people pur- 
sued the assassin, took him, and were holding 
him for delivery to justice, when the whites gath- 
ered in overwhelming force and the slaughter 
began. No white men were injured, but the 
number of negroes killed can never be known. 
They fled in every direction and were hunted 
as beasts of the chase through wood and swamp 
by' bands of armed men who could not tell, if 
they would, how many they slew. We only 
know that scores were killed and many 
wounded, many missing who have never been 
heard from. Long after the riot was over 
bodies were found floating- in the river ; in 
one instance, several tied together by ropes run 
through their pierced hands ; and, again, a dead 
woman with a dead child. 

In the parish of St. Mary, where the officers 
were Republicans, the Ku Klux assassinated 
the sheriff and the judge, who were Repub- 
licans, and having thus terrorized the parish, 
they quelled all opposition. No living man 
except, the perpetrators saw the deed. A wit- 
ness says : 

"The assassination took place on a Saturday night 
or a Sunday morning. I went up to Franklin, the 
parish Koac. and when I got thore I found that the 
body ot Judge Cmwewa-j laid out in the court-house. 
It lay there with a blanket thrown over it. ftsoeuw 



that ho had been shot in the forehead. It is said 
that there was a wound in the back, where he was 
apparently stabbed. The body was found near the 
bayou, below the hotel, lying on the ground, and was 
taken from there about three or four o'clock in the 
morning. _ Some persons said that about the time of 
the assassination they heard shots fired, and there 
seemed to have been a good many shots fired close 
together. The expression was that they sounded like 
a bunch of fire-craekers going off together. That 
was almost eight o'clock in the evening. Judge 
Chase had the reputation of being a prominent Re- 
publican leader. Colonel Pope was killed the same 
night. He had been elected sheriff of the parish 
of St. Mary by the Republicans. I saw his body. 
He was killed about the same time and about the 
same place, only that ho was killed in his room, while 
Judge Chase is supposed to have ran and to have 
fallen when he got near the bayou." 

This double murder was caused in part by 
violent articles published in the Democratic 
organ of the parish, the Planters' Banner.' 
Daniel Dennett, the editor, author of those 
publications, a native of northern New Eng- 
land, went South before the war as a peddler, 
became a teacher, married a lady with prop- 
erty in lands and slaves, became a planter and 
an editor, and when the war came, and ever 
since* proved his fealty to the South by abuse 
of northern men. 

The day before the assassination the follow- 
ing article appeared in his paper : 

"The recent disasters of the Radicals in St. Lan- 
dry, and the dwindling of LoyalLeague clubs in the 
parish, have had a terrible effect on that little rat, 
Pope. He looks on the streets as though he had been 
chawed up by a terrier. He has a complication of 
diseases — his liver don't act, he has the colic, 
the toothache, and the yellow jaundice, and don't 
feel very well himself. If he dies, the shell of an 
English walnut would make a good sarcophagus in 
which to convey his precious remains to his northern 
friends; or, if he ia to be buried on southern soil, 
as he has no * forty acres ' of his own in which to bo 
buried, he should be put in a pair of oyster shells, 
and buried at low-water mark, whore tho tide ebbs 
and flows twice in twenty-four hours." 

In the next issue, after the assassination, the 
following appeared : 

Extracts from Planters' Banner of October 2-i , 18G8. 
t " Were they Ku Kluxes.— Some of our citizens be- 
lieve, and not without very good cause, that a club of 
Ku Kluxes has latelybeen established in .this parish, 
or the parish of St. Martin, and that tho terrible event 
ot last Saturday night was their iirst blow struck in 
thissection of the State." * * * * * 

" Assms inated.— Last Saturday atnight, abouthalf 
past eight o'clock. Henry Pope, Radical sheriff of 
this parish, and Valentine Chase, Radical parish 
judge, were assassinated at O'JToil's hotel by parties 
unknown. 

"We were in Smith's store, corner of Odd Fellow's 
Hall, when tho first reports of tho pistols woro heard. 
Walking rapidly toward the hotel we halted in front 
otltealy s coffee-house when the last shots were fired, 
ten or fifteen in all. Twelve or fourteen persons had 
rushed out of the coffee-house at the first alarm and 
were listening to the firing. 

"As soon as the firing was ovor there was a solemn 
pause in tho crowd and around tho hotel. Inquiries 
ran rapidly from man to man in regard to the cause 
ot the shooting, and who was shot, and all present 
a P?£ ar ?fL t0 J0 Profoundly ignorant of tho nature 
ol the difficulty, and so many shots were fired that 
tne idea suggested itself that it was a serious fight 
between parties at the hotel. Several parties cau- 
tiously proceeded to O'Ncil's front gallery to inquire 



about the cause and results of the firing, but could 
learn nothing there, as all in tho house were at- 
tracted toward the rear, where the firing occurred 
and those who went to inquire returned to Ileal v's 
apt knowing but that it might be a fight instead 
ot an assassination, and that the trouble might not 
yet be over. In fact, so many shots were fired that 
it justified the belief that it was alight. 

" In a short time, however, tho news came that Mr. 
£ope, the Radical sheriff, was shot and killed, and 
that the assassins, being thoroughly disguised, had 
made their escape. Assoon as the firing commenced 
alt in the hotelfled to their rooms for safety and to go 
out of the way of danger, which gave the assassins 
? m i& le lejauro for escape. Mrs. Pope had juststepped 
toMrs. Neil s room as the firing commenced. Mr. 
U Neil was in tho room at tho time attending to his 
wife, who was sick. Upon tho first report of the 
pistols on the gallery, near by, Mr. O'Neil closed his 
room door to protect his wife and children and Mrs 
Pope from harm, not knowing tho cause of the 
firing. 

" Mr. Pope was on tho gallery when tho firing com- 
menced, and quickly retreated to his room, where 
the shooting stopped, and where he expired. 

"Wo saw nothing of the assassins except one, who 
passed by the crowd in front of Healy's with a six- 
shooter in his hand, so thoroughly disguised that no 
person could possibly recognize him.' He was about 
of medium height and size. It is reported that those 
engaged in the homicide mounted horses near the 
court-house and galloped down the road. 

"A Loyal Leaguoclub was holdingits weekly meet- 
ing at the negro church at the time the shooting was 
heard, but tho members quickly retired to their 
homes when they heard tho melancholy news of the 
tragedy. 

"A strong police was immediately organized, and 
the town and vieinity were amply protected against 
disorder during the night. 

"After midnight the patrol stumbled over what 
appeared to be a dead man, between tho hotel and 
the bayou. A physician was called, and it proved to 
be the body of Valentine Chape, Radical parish judge, 
and upon examination life was found to bo extinct. 
A guard was put over the body till morning, when a 
coroner's inquest was held over the two bodies, but 
no traces could be discovered in regard to the per- 
petrators of the two assassinations. 

"There is some speculation in tho community in 
regard to who committed tho homicides, but it thus 
far has been idle speculation. They have guessed 
that it was strangers from Now Orloans and from 
other places, and some negroes have stated that thoy 
could put their finger upon tho men who did it; but 
upon investigation they find thoso statements to bo 
uttorly false and unfounded. 

" We have no idoa of the real perpetrators of the 
crime, but from appearances wo conclude that it 
must have been so well planned and so completely 
executed as to- defy investigation." 

This event so terrified the Republicans of 
St. Mary that they feared to have the funeral 
in that parish, and took the bodies to New 
Orleans. And there, as the hearse and piV 
cessiou passed along the streets, the rabble 
taunted and jeered, saying, "Therego two more 
carpet-baggers." 

The Governor. appointed a new sheriff for 
the parish, and he was greeted by the follow- 
ing notice from the Planters' Banner, Novem- 
ber 14, 1868: 

"Another Wolf.— Aftor wo had written our peace 
articles this week, congratulating the pooplo of St. 
Mary on the prospects of peace and quiet in all our 
borders, another wolf made his appearance in our 
fold. A Mr. Mcntz. of Indiana, appointed tho suc- 
cessor of Colonel Pope, as sheriff of tho parish, 
insists on acting as shoriff in spite of tho protests 
of tho pooplo; so it looks as if thoro is more trouble 



do who*. Mr -Mentz thrusts himself upon a peo- 
whito nnnni? ^ lvc " hi «i P">ofe that neither the 
JI ,li tlf.n 'i !\ or X ¥ Ilcsro . eH ™nt him hero, we 

^"fftftyass^ tUe Banner ^ B 

Wo wore posted by respectable men in New 

Finding that he could protect no person, but 
was himself in hourly peril of assassination, 
he left the parish. 

The spirit of Daniel Dennett is exhibited in 
the article which he wrote and published in the 
Planters' Banner of August 15, 1888: 

" Thad. Slevem is dead— Tho prayers of tho right- 
eous have at last removed the congressional curse I 
May old Buownlow. Littles, and all such political 
monsters so on follow the example of their illustrious 
predecessor! May his new iron-works wean him 
from earth, and tho fires of his new furnace never 
w-^rL i H^evil will get on a big 'bender' now. 
With lhad. Stevens in his cabinet and Botlkk in 
Washington, he can manage things in both kingdoms 
to his liking. Lucky devil I" 

Mr. Speaker, this example shows how far a 
northern man must go when he panders to the 
South. It should be a warning to statesmen 
entering that downward way which has led to 
destruction so many brilliant, ambitious men. 
The entrance is under a graceful arch of honor, 
festooned with flowers of flattery and labeled 
in gilded letters "Conciliation." He who 
passes within must leave his better judgment 
and conscience behind and is seldom seen 
again among patriots. 

Yet Daniel Dennett hath his reward; his 
paper is indorsed by the leading men of his 
parish, and is one of the most influential jour- 
nals in Louisiana. To such sheets, more than 
to any other single cause, the condition of the 
South is due; and upon the heads of such editors 
is the blood of thousands of innocent men. 

Another riot occurred in the parish of St. 
Bernard, below Nfiw Orleans, in which the 
worst characters of that city participated. And 
in the city of New Orleans several bloody 
scenes were enacted, in which defenseless col- 
ored men were murdered. Masses of Demo- 
crats, "Knights of the White Camelia," firing 
rifles and revolvers into processions of Repub- 
licans; gangs of assassins hunting and chasing 
negroes through the public streets hy day and 
night, and shooting them on sight, so that in 
many quarters for days together it was death 
for a man of color to appear. 

General Edward Hatch says : 

Question, How would the list of wounded compare 
with the killed'/ 

Answer. I think tho wounded would bear a very 
small proportion to the killed. I will give you an 
instance: in front of my boarding-house, corner of 
St. Andrew's and Coliseum streets, I saw some men 
kill a negro; thoy wounded him two or three times, 
and finally finished him. It was done in the pres- 
ence of ladies. There wero no arrests made, and 
nothing done in tho matter. It is very seldom a 
nou'ro is simply wounded. 11 he IS hit at alt he is 
finished. When a negro made himself obnoxious 
enough to engender attack he was generally killed. 
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ll' thov DlRda up thou- nlftd* tQ imuvo Q ftO^FO they ij 
made up their minds to kill him. 

\\ minded b,\ gun-shot • 

Mai fronted 
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t::<.;vr, r«8»8k; thesoarolcss than (ho numbers. 
No ease was reported uuloss ii was thoroughly in- 
v estimated and substantiated. M a reported sixteen 
killed at St Landry, This was considered an ex- 
BuraratiOQ by Doners! tvoussoau, who sent bis 
inLvlor, Captain Hooker, down to investigate 
b « and (Wain Hooker veport*! clvo times as 



many kitted aa [did. 



"K^Im ;\VU»lovd« wore tho two hundred ami 
duety-sovon killed and fifty wounded included m 



doosi that report 



this report'.' 

Aimu\ .". Black. 

& ■•.«.'('.>'!. What period ot time 
embrace 7 . . . , 

jp;y.,.v;-, Probably one ninnto. j 

t»ttr«iio«. b'or (bo whole State t 

V :< :.v. Ko»sir; just tfie parishes adjacent to New 
Orleans, 

The whote StatQ was overawed by intimid- : 
atiou and fe&r, while more than halt the par- , 
ishes were overrun by Kq Klux or Knights \ 
of the White Onmelia. U is in testimony that ■ 
u majority nf tho Democrats were members, i 
estimation varying from tiny io one hundred ] 
thousand. It' was a secret, armed, political | 
society. The proof shows that in several par- 
ishes « was the only Democratic organisation. 
The following extracts are taken from the rit-> I 
oal, as produced :unl vet-hied by an officer of i 
the order. : 

,■•,•";':/ ,v::'/;.'.< e/ t*« U7:t'r/ (h»i tijn, ! 

/V.-;-:;,'-, -There is 8 feet which stands beyond 
denial; It b that iho Radical party, the Ireedeaen, 
and the colored population of the whole Republic i 
aavc ooaleseed against us, the w Into caoo, However 
libera! oar intentions muy have boon toward the ; 
colored class, this coalition has placodes inaoon- j 
rfitioo aolougor to countenance a policy of. fusion i 
a«d mutual concessions. ... 

t'ht-u' unjust and anreasonablo opposition Foroes , 
«s>npoo tho ground ofaa absolute neoessity, jo sim- , 
iiar uuwjuvo- ofrosistance. Lei it thorofore be roo- : 
otn!tod as ;;• constant faot that iVom tho oolorod 
population »nd EVoki the lladloal faction, to whioh \ 
a has .•Uu-v'L itself. havo sprung the first of iaimioal 
waasaros wbbb have dividod into two hoslitooainps 
the raoos whioh inhabit the American Ropnblio, 

:;.vv." c/ jfaWof*o»,'--Tha oandidato is intro- 
ditood in tiio anto-room, where the oondaotor shall 
RduiinistcT to him tho following oath; 

"I, A. B, do solemnly swear, in tho sm-seiuv ot 
^.lmiith^ Gtod, that I will truo and Eaithial answers 
tee to all ^uostions which may he propounded to 
me, aad that if, in the course of the proceedings 
whioh are about totakoplaoo. any thinK contrary to 
my views, tWliogs, i»od prineipios should iaduoe me 
to" forcfo tho purpose of joining this association, 
I will always be under the most saorod obligation 
never to reveal qi cause to come to tho knowledge oi 

nj one, either by word, writing, sign, inference, or 
in any other manner make known what i may see, 
hear, understand, or suspect, within this building, 
ov in a»j other place, concerning this apociation. 
Ami it' twereeverto violate this oath, l now con- 
: ( .i h «rome io objfl •; of scorn to all men, and 1 

, uowkd ■ • ■ ; - ( 'vt> \ the )usi hatred and 

reven eof ~- ; • association." 



Tl,o eandidate ta thou hUndlbldad by the qou- 
duotor. who raps twioo at tho oQunoil door, 

Tho lieutenant oommaadOT opous.wiiombotwocii 

him and the conductor standing ■ on tho hio^lio d ol 

the door and holding tho camlulato by thehand, the 
foUowing dialogue takes plaoo; 

/ tattenmtf Ommmdw, 'Who oomos ihovo . 

(>>«tMO»* r. A sou of your vaco. 

/ .' ■r'cr.uv.! (ow.iiwaiU-r, \\ hat docs hewtsn i 

IhMiuetQr. Peace and order, tho maintenance oi 
the laws of God, tho maintenance ot the laws aud 
Constitution established by tho patriots ot 1775, 

Li«Ht«»<™t Cbwawadsr. To obtain this, what must 

%a^etei" The oanso ot' our vaco must triumph. 
LJeateaottt Cba«H«Htf«r, And to make it triumph, 

ib^^VoLust bo united as tho flowers that 
-vow on tho same stem are muted, and, mid or all 
oircamstanoes, band ourselves together as brethren. 
Liwttmcmt Oammandw, Will ho join us? , 
Conductor. Ho is prepared to answer tor huaselt, 
and under oath. 

fcirtuViitt.'sf CoMDJataat')-. Let turn enter. 
The commandor will then propound the Following 
questions to the candidate, each ol which tho latter 
will answer in tho affirmative : 

[Should the candidate fail to answer any ot these 
ouestions satisfactorily, no further questions will be 
Sat to him, and he shall bo immediately made to 
retire blindfolded and dismissed by the conductor..! 
CWficmS'.— 1. Ave you free? -. Po you belong to 
the white or Caucasian race': o.Poos your wit o 
also if yon are married, or. it she bo now dead, did 
she belong to the white or Caucasian race ? 4. Po you 
promise never to marry any woman but one who 
btdongs to the white or Caucasian race? O^UQ yon 
believe in the superiority ofyour raeu? o. H ill you 
promise never to vote for any one tor any office of 
honor or profit who does not belong to your racer 
T. Are you opposed to allowing the control ot tho 
-political affairs of this county to go, in whole or in 
part, into thohands of the negro or African race, 
and will you do everything in your power to pre- 
vent this? S. Will yen devote all your intcllisonoe, 
energy, andinduenoe to tho furtherance and propa- 
gation of these principles V 9, Will you, in all cir- 
cumstances, defend and protect persons ot the white 
or Caucasian race in their lives, property, and domin- 
ion, against all encroachments orinvasions from any 
interior race, and especially the .African race? 10. 
-\vcvou willing to take an oath forever to cherish 
these grand principles, and to mute yourself with 
others who, like you, believing in their truth, have, 
firmly bound themselves to Stand by and defend 
them against ail? 

T!w tW'.'motiiVr. If you consent to belong to our 
association raise your risht hand, and 1 will admin- 
ister to you the oath which we have nil taken. 

Oath— 1, A D, do solemnly swear, in the pres- 
ence of Almighty Cod, never to reveal without au- 
; thority tho existence of this order, of its object, of 
; its acts, of its signs of reoognition; never to reveal 
i or publish, in any manner whatsoever, what 1 shall 
' sec or bear in this circle; never to divulge the names 
el the members of the order, or their acts done in 
' connection therewith. I swear to maintain and de- 
i feud the social and political superiority of the white 
vice on this continent; always and in all places to 
: observe a marked distinction between the white 
i and African races; to vote for none but white men 
; tor any office of honor or profit; to devote all my 
I intelligence, energy, and influence to instill these 
; principles in tho minds and hearts of others; and to 
! protect and defend persons of the white orCauoasian 
I race in their lives and property against tho onoroaoh- 
i moats and aggressions of persons of an inferior race. 
i [swear, moreover. to unite myself, in heart, soul, and 
! body, with those who compose this order; to aid, pro- 
| tect.and defend them in all places; to obey the 
]\ orders of those who, by our statutes, will have the 
I right of giving those orders; to respond, at the peril 

I of my life, to a call, a sign, or a eryooming from any 
follow- member, and to do everything in my power 

II to ,.."i>: iiim through life. So help mo God. 
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Tlie blindfold is now removed from the newbrothor n Tlitn'O eau hanodnnKt hut tb^ to ,„i . kP H, , 
and the commander will deliver to him tho follow- IW.n f , V ' 

in K it lOVtaa ot the syslom ot .secret, societies, com- 



(Vi(ir..,.--;'l'liis oharg 
cable, be eouimitted t 



should, whem-ver nracti- i S 1011 ^ la,own as Ku Ivlux khui, all over tho 
cable, bo committed to memory, so as to bo deliv- ! South; and tui where were its operations, 
ored without reading from tho book. Should there secret and nn&n in,m> niv. r,i;,.,-,!i,„„ ;„ i ,« 
be but one person initiated, the singular should bo !> .;' , -l H 1- ??\*ui t 

substituted for tho plural number used, whenever i ^ m " a * ilHS ohicial table shows its work, so 



required. j Brothers; You have been initiated into 
one o( the most important orders which have ever 
been established on this continent, an order which, 
it'its principles are faithfully observed and its objects 
diligently carried out, is destined to regenerate our 
unfortunate country and to relieve the white raeo 
from the hnmiliatimr condition to which it has lately 
been reduced in this Republic. It is necessary, 
therefore, that, before taking part in the labors of 
this association, you should understand fully its 
principles and objects, and the duties which devolve 
upon you as one of its members. 



far as known : 



n,u 



j Reports of committee: 

; Killed 

! Wounded by gnu-Shot , " . 

! Maltreated 



:st 
ss 



Report of Brevet Major General Hatch. As- 
sistant Oom mission er ot the Freedmon's 
Bureau : 



i t m 



As yon may have already gathered from the qucs- j; Killed 28 

tions which wevo propounded to you, and which you I Wounded by gun-shot 51 



have answered SO satisfactorily, and fro in theolauses 
of the oath which you have jus;t taken, our main | 
and fundamental object is tho maintenance of tho I 
supremacy of the white raeo in this Republic, His- i 
tory and physiology teach us that we belousr to a 
race which nature has endowed with an evident 
superiority over all other human races, and that 
the Maker, in thus derating us above the common 
standard of human creation, has intended to give 
us, over inferior races, a dominion from which no 
human laws can permanently derogate. 

It then becomes our solemn duty, as white men, 
to resist strenuously and persistently these attempts 
against our natural and constitutional rights, and to 
do everything in our power in order to maintain, in 
this .Republic, the supremacy of the Caucasian race, 
and to restrain tho olack or African race to that 
condition of social and politicaliufcriority for which 
Cod has destined it. 

Brothers, I now consign you to the lieutenant com- 
mander of this council, who will instruct you as to 
tho signs and other means of recognition _ of this 
association, and other details of its onraiihatkm and 
order. 

The lieutenant commander will now instruct the 
new brothers as to tho sign, grip, cry, dialogue, rap, 
pass-word, Ac, taking oare to charge them particu- 
larly as to the circumstances and occasion of their 
use. He will alsoinform themof themodo of initia- 
tion and other details of order which they arc re- 
quired to know. 

Here is every essential element of Tonnes- 
see Kukluxism. The oath-bound secrecy, and 
obodieneo. protection of each other, opposi- 
tion to colored suffrage, tin d thereby to recon- 
struction and uqn.nl rights before the law. the 
essence of Demoeraey according to 1U.au;, 
Witnesses testify that they were armed and 
completely organised thro ugh out the State 
tin " 
h 

call of one than. In St. Landry ps 
was actually done, with what bloody effect we 
have seen. ' In New Orleans, where they were 
estimated at over fifteen thousand, they were 
called into action by taps of the tire-bells, in- 
dicating the place where they were wanted. 



Maltreated." ^...^...^.„..^....\^„^„.V,'"^.'V.Z Vki 

Appendix: 
Killed, wounded, and maltreated 



48S 

lot 



Grand total l,s<7 

Those best informed say the half is not told, 
and that if the whole truth were known it would 
appear that there were committed in that State 

| in the year 18S8 npon Republicans, white and 
colored, not less than four thousand outrages. 
Yet no man has been punished by the State 
j courts. Judges, grand juries, and petit juries 
i were parties or in sympathy, or paralyzed 
! by fear; and there is no relief for the injured. 
| The dead tell no tales ; the living dare not 
j speak. Even while we were in New Orleans 
| a colored man who had testified before a eoui- 
I mittee of the State Legislature was on account 
• of bis evidence beaten so that he died before 
■■ we could examine him; and when his sous. 
'; who saw their father killed, were called before 
I us they did not dare tell us wlnU they saw. 

The" only punishment which has been iu- 
I dieted upon the Louisiana Kn ivlux was by 
! the last Congress, when, on the report of the 
. committee, Ave rejected the blood-stained re- 
I turns from the riotous parishes and refused to 
: admit members to this floor who bad been 
' sent here by the Ku Klux Klan; and in three 
j cases, where the major parts of districts were 
eaeeable, we sustained the election ia the 
d admitted the members 



aider a grand commander, and that they might ( : peaceable parishes and admitted the members 
>6 summoned to the field as an army by the j! chosen thereby. _ The wisdom ot this course 
tall of one man. In St. Landry parish this has been atooly vindicated. It took firoea vio- 



lence its motive and reward. It reassured the 
loyal people bv showing them that they had 
some friends somewhere. Siacethenthe State 
authorities have recovered control There is 
now a strong militia or-gaautatioa, and gen- 
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is the Union men of Louisiana have been 
should not bo too confident of socctritY, 



General Howard said in 18618: 

"A fearful amount of lawlessness ami ruffianism 

has prevailed in Texas during the pasty oar. Armed 
bauds sty iiag themselves Ku Klas, &o., have prac- 
ticed h.irtuivuscrueltlos upon thotYeodiuon. Mar- 
dora by tho desperadoes who have long disgraced this 
State areof common occurrence. The civil authori- 
ties have been overawed, and in man? eases even 
the bureau and military forces have boon powerless 
to prevent the commission of these crimes. From 
information oo Bio in the office of the assistant oom- 
tolssioaer it appears tli:it in the month of March tho . 
iiumtvroffiveduson murdered was 33 ; of white men. 
15; the n«mberofft"oediRonassaaUed with the intent 
to kill, It; white man, T. Lu July the number of 
tVeedmon murdered was S3; white men. 7. It has ! 
boon estimated by reliable authority that in August, ' 
1S68, there ware probably five thousand indictments i 
nendisg in the State for homicide ia some of its ; 
various decrees, in most oases downright murder, ' 
Yet since the close of the war only in one solitary 
ease (thai ofa ftaedman who was hung at Houston) 
has punishment to the fall extent of the law been j 
awarded. 

"In oonsaquenoe of this ooadition of affairs a kind 
of .i quiet prevails among the freed people lacking 
hut little in all the essentials of slavery. In the 
more remote districts, whore bureau agents are fifty l ' 
or one hundred miles apart, and stations of troops jj 
stilt further distant, froedmen do not dare or pre- 'j 
some to oat in opposition to the will of their late 
masters. They make no effort to axeroise rights oon- 
forced anon them by the aots of Congress, and few 
even of union men are brave enough, or rather foot- • 
hardy enough, to advise them in anything aatagon- 
istio to the sentiments of the people lately in rebel- i 
lien." 



Thus it appears that in two months there ! 
were seventy-live murders and eleven assaults j 
with intent to kill. How many murders in 
the year may be imagined— live thousand in- I 
dietments tor manslaughter pending. This ' 
was under military supervision. The military i 
arm could arrest criminals and protect wit- I 
nesses, but the trial was generally left to civil ! 
court and jury, and the result was oue man j 
executed, and he a negro. 

There is no statement of other outrages 
contemporary with the five thousand murders. 
In other States the number of collateral inju- 
ries, such as assault and battery, wounding, 
and scourging, would have been appalling ; 
but the Texas Ku Klux do not play with their 
victims nor temper their judgments with mercy. 
Whom they attack they generally kill, audit 
may be double the number of murders would 
cover all other outrages, and surely fifteen 
thousand are enough even for Texas, where 
we do not expect order. The State is now 
under civil government, supplemented by a 
strong nuhtia organisation, and the most dis- 
orderly regions are under martial law. The 
danger is that during the next political excite- 
ment the lawless element may get the tinner 
hand. 

Now, sir. I have traced this organisation— 
known, and feared wherever it is known, as 
the Ku Klux Ivluu— from Virginia to Texas 



from the Potomac to tho Rio Grande. Its 
II existence in all the late rebel States and is 
jj the neutral State of Kentucky is proven by 
|, official reports, by witnesses, by the admis- 
; sions of leading southern Democrats andnews- 
|i papers, and finally by its own red record of 
h crime. General N. 1>, Forrest gives its mim- 
I bers in enormous figures, 550,000, over half 
. a million. Its central and vital principle is 
I opposition to reconstruction, the new constitu- 
j tional amendments, and the laws made for 
j their enforcement. Its rallying- cry is "A 
; whhe man's government and the Constitution 
I as it ww." It is in full harmony with the 
| reactionary Democracy. Its members were 
; rebels and are Democrats, and it works for 
the Democratic party in order to recover the 
status lost by rebellion. Its means are intim- 
idation, violence, and murder. It rules or 
ruins. The sum total of outrages, if fully set 
forth, would startle the world, I dare not 
undertake to sum them; but, that we may 
approach an opinion, let us within safe bounds 
of half the commonly received estimates add 
them up. Murders, woundings, scourgiugs, 
and other bodily injuries committed since the 
collapse of the rebellion to date : in Virginia, 
500; Kentucky, 1,000; Tennessee, 1,500; 
North Carolina, 1,000; South Carolina, 1,000; 
Georgia, 500; Florida, 300; Alabama, 500; 
Mississippi, 500; Arkansas, 500; Louisiana] 
3,000; Texas, 5,000; total, 15,300. 

If you think this excessive, cut it down to 
ten thousand; that were enough to shame the 
Republic. Ten thousand crimes against the 
citizens of the United States and no punish- 
ment, no redress ! Probably half these out- 
rages were done in 18G8, pending the presi- 
dential election under Andrew Johnson, who 
sympathized with the party they aided. Gen- 
tlemen may say that the body of this evidence 
relates to the past. I answer that much of it 
touches the present hour aud shows this or- 




pent does not hiss, bat is he therefore dead? 
■V , do , rmant - Follow him into his den, you 
willhnd him in all his original dimensions 
awaiting the return of the heated political 
season, when he may issue forth again to make 
himself heard, seen, and felt. Already he 
begins to turn over and wind around himself 
under the reviving warmth of an occasional 
Democratic victory. 

_ In Virginia and Tennessee there is no neces- 
•tj or action The Democracy are in power, 
and Ku Klux do not kill Democrats. In Ark- 
unsasaud Louisiana there is no present ap- 
parent hope ; but who imagines that the iL 
Klux Democracy of the South will surrender 
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those two States or any other southern State 
without a struggle or let their electoral votes go 
by default in 1872? Our presidential elections 
are quadrennial high tides of excitement. Then 
ail elements, good and evil, areexertedto their 
utmost. In 1872 all the States will be back on 
the electoral roll. It will be a grand contest. 
Unless parties alter their present attitude the 
campaign will be fought upon the issue of the 
validity of the three new constitutional amend- 
ments aud of the laws to enforce them ; in a 
word, reconstruction to stand as it is or be un- 
done; and what is that bat the Ku Klux ques- 
tion? And will the Ku Klux be silent and 
still when the whole nation shall be ringing 
with Democratic assertion and Republican 
denial of their own dogma? Are they so fond 
of peace and tranquillity as to rest in quiet in 
their ''dens' 1 while the northern Democracy 
fight their battles against odds and are over- 
come? 

No, sir; no sane man will expect it. If left 
unsuppressed till 1872 they will be fully organ- 
ized in every southern State and ready for the 
fray; by intimidation, violence, and murder, 
the lash, the revolver, the rifle, and the torch, 
to carry every southern State for the Demo- 
cratic ticket on a Ku Klux platform. Can any 
man contemplate the consequences of such a 
victory? Suppose the South carried by vio- 
lence, as Georgia and Louisiana were in 1868, 
and New York by fraud, as she was in 1868, 
and that those with other electoral votes law- 
fully obtained decide the contest in favor of 
the Democracy, then the loyal people must- 
submit to see the fruits of four years of war, 
with all its cost of blood and treasure, turn 
to Dead Sea apples in their hands ; or if they 
attempt to resist the consummation of the foul 
and bloody conspiracy, they must encounter 
another civil war, in which their enemies will 
tight under the national authority aud flag. 

Mr, Speaker, the possibility of such an event 
imposes upon us the imperative duty of guard- 
ing against it, And why may it not occur? 
Had the votes of Georgia and Louisiana been 
material in 1868, we should then have been 

fdaced in the position described, with Seymour 
eading Tammany and Blaik the Ku Klux, to 
seize upon power gained by fraud and violence. 
When wise men escape such perils they pro- 
vide measures against a recurrence. Let us 
do so now in good season. 

The President asks for legislation to enable 
him lawfully to suppress Ku Klux outrages. 
He has been slow in reaching the conclusion 
that extraordinary measures are requisite. 
So have we all. 

Our last presidential election was carried 
under the magic words "Let us have peace."' 
That result, seemed for a time to have restored 
order. The annual message of 1869 aatdj 
li We are blessed with peace at home'' ; ,r 



But 



said' 3 anUUal mea3a £ e for 1S70 > the President 




"Violence and intimidation" "In several 
States,'' "the verdict of the people reversed." 
Sir, had we not been so inured to war's alarms 
such language would have astonished us. 

Again he said : 

"In conclusion I would sum up the policy of the 
Administration to be a thorough enforcement of 




ot the country will admit; reductions of taxation 
and tarift, to bo so arranged us to afford the greatest 
relief to toe greatest Dumber; honest and fair deal- 
ings with ail other peoples, to the end that war. 
With all its blighting consequences, mav be avoided. 
but Without surrendering uuy right or 00 ligation due 
to us; a retorm m the treatment ot Indians, and iiubo 
whole civil servico ot" the country; and, finally, in 
securing a pure. untrammeled ballot, where every 
man entitled to cast a vote may do so, just once, at 
each election, without tear ot molestation or pro- 
scription on account ot" his political faith, uativitv, 
or color." 

On March 7, 1S71, Mr. Hoopkk, of Massa- 
chusetts, reported : 

"The President said he had no communication to 
make at present to Congress, but that ho might have 
someeommunieatiou to make in theeourseof I week, 
aud the President expressed a desire that during 
this week no day should be fixed for a final adjourn- 
ment of the two Houses." 

March -3 the President sent us the following 
message ; 

To the Senate and House of Jie-prexe-ntative* ,' 

A condition of affairs now exists in some of the 
States of the Union rendering life and property in- 
secure and the carrying of the mails aud the collec- 
tion of the revenue dangerous. The proof that such 
a condition of affairs exists in soiue localities is now 
before the Senate, That the power to correct these 
evils is beyond the control of State authorities 1 do 
not doubt; that the power of the Kxt-entive of the 
United States, acting within the limits of existing 
laws, is sufficient for present emergencies is not clear. 
Therefore. I urgently recommend such legislation 
as in the judgment of Congress shall effectual In- 
secure life, liberty, and property, and the enforce- 
ment of law, in all parts ot the United States. I: 
may be expedient to provide that such law sis shall 
be passed in pursuance of this recommendation. 
shall expire at the end of the next session of Coa- 
gress. There is no other subject upon which I would 
recommend legislation during the present session. 

I . S. 1.1 KAN r. 
WAisai»OTOJ?, D. C Mar** 3S, i>7i. 
It was natural for the President and for every 
Republican to be reluctant and unwilling to 
admit the deplorable condition oi the Sov 
It is the only blemish on our record, the only 
imperfectiou of our work, of Union., liberty, 
and equality. When we can proclaim peace 
throughout' the land, history will pronounce 
upon the Republican party the grandest eulogy 
ever awarded to men. But we now see and 
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OUl Mint HI III, II li.itn In. in.n btt 1'iiUUU roprtmOuUlitf 

the it. nil,. H-liii tuva fctlua to wotb ' 

Histoi v in im.'iish nosesne tike thin. An arch- 

lehel, #biO hui led B great and bloody revolt, 

and been conquered, magnanimously released, 

unpunished, restored 10 ri(.i/,iMisli!|) iii Hi,. 

country be sought to destroy, permitted with 

inipmiity !,. Bttr up the tttOpta hi fresh revolt., 

Miihui imagines something like li where at 

pfotUI r;< S:ii;m haranguing the pros! rate DOW' 

w • * > i hail to renewed 11'lh'llion against th« 
lawaof Uaavan, WV run almost baaronr raba) 
vliu't'iinn axolalm ; 

" Waat though ihn (laid b« task? 

All [n not tonti tit' luioonquersiblo iriU, 

Villi Itud* Ol Iim I'll';.-, iiiiiixirt tl hid', 
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Bat I'M'tt this oomparSsoo fails, for Satan 
was In lu'll, luSariag tKajndgmant t>f Etaavaa 
tor bii crimas, while tin- man has baao r« 
admittad to lbs Union bs would have (Jia- 
raptad. 

It maj * u% ttid that if tbs sonthern paopU 
baantmatad by this ipkit, and tba Ku Kiu\ 
Klim tn' so loniiitliUile a* (\r\wcM Konvst 

•»y», and so boatita and blood j as tb« taati 
monv shows, tbtri is dangar of anothar war. 
l>nt, Mr, Bpaakar, tbraataning as the proapaot 
laama, t do not appraband a sarioua struggto, 
If tb« whole South wara lika Sooth Caroltna, 
ovit nil mambaraof ths Ku Kiu\ Kl.m wars 
dasparnu and »ioienl man, tbars would b« 
« t'-i^- Bui tl>.- sTtdanoa shows that not 
• amambario tan, parbapanot ooa In i ban- 
dml, ootnmus vu.U'.ico. rt,« uuwk.Ml ami 
•asataa" ku Kiax uw wcaoutiouars who vol- 



miii'iT in- art ;t i ij '.in-, I in ivi'i'iuii tba liciTi'iM 
oi tba ivlan. Thry am tin, idla, wild young 
man who abound a! tba South, n otats bred by 
• If. i • r >■ and fostered In rebellion. Tln-y are 

mpported by batter n, whose ends they 

larva, But Tat tbelr dsedi and tba oombtna 
iioti iVoni which they spring '"' placed under 
tin* ban i»i I'liiirii states law, aud ilin sub* 
itantlal man who now land out these Hotspurs 
will withdraw from ths Klao arid it will \ni 
hiv without suppoi ting publio lentimenti 

1 1, than, iii*: masked aisasains keep up their 
work I'uvi' inn, i be applied, and little will 
..uiiiri' to '.ii|.jir.'.:i them. Tlie trouble will be 
tooatoh them 5 for they do not fight, There 
i:t no instance on record where disguised K u 
Klus have given fair ftgbt. Every oonfliot 
having the semblance ofbattls has been made 
by members undisguisedi in open arms, So 
they foughtln Louisiana, but there theyenooun" 
tered oolored men unarrpedj or poorly armed 
at beet, So they fought racently in 8outh Car- 
oUnaagalusl the oolored State militia, but they 
have never Pacecl a force of white men uor 
have they ever met national troops. The 
masked Ku Klox has 1 thus far shown him- 
self a coward, The evidence discloses many 
examples' 

A ruithl'nl sheriff with a small possa Bred 
upon five times their nomber of armed, dis- 
guised Ku Klux, wounded nod unhorsed sev- 
eral and put them to flight at a single vollear, 

A school-master with half a doaten bravo 
freedmen resisted fifty masks and drove them 
away, 

A Blngle whits man iii Tennessee defended 
his house against them, 

A merchant id Kentucky defended his store. 

Ihe cabin of an old negro was surrounded 
at olghl ami they were entering the window, 
when the brave man Bred his shot gun, ex- 
claiming lf 'For« God, Bomebody must die," 
and brought down the constable, when the 
sheriff led the retreat. 

Another negro, whoso arms had been taken, 
met them with a long iron shovel and mauled 
their musks till thaj Bad. 

Sol. lom do they attack a man until they have 
disarmed him. They do not moan to visit ilmir 
own lives when they take those of others. 
I hey cannot afiford to be killed, wounded, 
or captured. Exposure would "follow, trial, 
conviction, punishment] secrecy and mystery 
would Im none, and the whole conspiracy ex- 
ploded, lint if we are too sanguine— -if 1 they 

mean war -let us take it in time, mid not, wait 

until tbey are batter armed and prepared. If 
it must ooroej if, having conquered a rebellion 

waged for the extension Of slavery, we have 

uow to meet another waged for the privilege 
pi scourging and killing American citiaens, 

lei it come, utul let tie make the war quick, 

sharp, and decisive, so that it may be the last. 
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What li the r dy? (jmuhjineri on the, 

othoi sole say, "There, li no need of legisla- 
Uon. Let fcheaoaibem people alone ; they are 
only throwing off carpet-bag government,". 

We know limy n re throwing Off loyal Kepub-, 

bean government! and thai li what is meant 
by carpet bag government, " Carpet bagger^' 
"scalawag," and " negro 1" These are thel> 
names for patriots. Ami loyal men, however 
good ami boneit, weigh not a feather in their 
balance against rebels, The better ihe loyal 
man is, themoro tbey bate him forbieinAoence, 
Tbey pretend to be opposing corruption; li is 
a false pretense, Look- at. Tammany, Let 
ihem throw off carpet- bag government and 
yon will have rebel government, and then you 

may hftVS peaCftj provided you permit litem 
to nullity thfi laws and OonStltUtlon and red COS 

the freed men to involuntary servitude, 
Gentlemen from Tennaasea on the other 

aide Huy they have peace (here. Ay, liie 
neaOC Of slavery, the peace of the gravel 

Tbey have conquered and slain until there la 

none, to oppose them, and now they stand 

over the dead and say it is peace. There la 

always peace over the grave Of the just man. 

It, was testified by a Louisiana Democrat after 
the riot, that election day was quiet as a 
funeral. Certainly I It whs a funeral day. 
The loyal people were burying their dead while 
the rebate were carrying the election. No, 
gentleman f we mean to who the power of this 
Republic to Btop this wholesale murder, VVe 
have been paiiont. VVe have looked anxiously 
for peace. VVe have joyfully hailed every si^n 

of tranquillity, We have waited six years, 

wishing, praying, hoping, and now wo see only 
increasing violence. We cannot shut our eyes 
to the facts ; you cannot deny lliem. Here are 

proof's enough, sworn testimony enough to 
convict the whole Ku Kln.v Klan and oon 
deran the Democratic party as an accomplice 

in its guilt in any court of justice in this world 
or in the next. Yet we do not. propose pun- 
ishment for the past; we only ask peace in the 
future. And to secure peace we must, extend 
the jurisdiction of the national courts and the 
power of the national Executive. 

T1IK CONSTITUTION. 

Gentlemen on the other side, from the North 
and the South, say we cannot suppress the Ivu 
KluxKlan under the Constitution j and rather 

than infringe that inHtrunienl, as they under- 
Bland it, tbey Will allow the Ku KlnX Ivlan to 
run on forever. Better anything, in their opiu 

ion, than the least infraction of State rights, 
But gentlemen forget that the Constitution 
is not now what, it was before tbe southern 
Democracy undertook to destroy the CJuioo for 

which the Constitution was made. The old, 
vexed question whether this was really a 




,mllnmi1 ""<>» <>r merely a disjointed eonled- 
8ra | s °0i dependant on the fttatea and helnleu 

W " Ih "" 'hem, hat bee,, M .,,|ed PueVei' dr 

torrolned'byibaaouri ol loftreeoM an appeal 
toarma and the people have ratified iho \\u\* 
m,Ml1 »nd expressed li In constitutional amend- 
I, | "'" U toe lecesslon leaders had persuaded 
ihemselvei that on the withdrawal of their 
Slates the " confederation" would turablo to 

piCCtll fur want of lupportlng pillars, lbil. 

they only exhibited the wsakneu and laUaey 

01 their own ilteory of Slate BOVeralfnty, At 

Brat the Union ceemed In iimnhle. in Qjg storm, 

but the people upheld n on their aboulderl 
while tbey wughi southern rebels with bay* 
^'"•t^ami northern Derooorata with ballots, 
the <dd Constitution and made It 
fathei i Intended It should be. \v ( , 
^ opted three cardinal amendmente -the 
iTHWy of nationality, The thirteenth confwa 
upon every Inhabitant of the ilepublio liberty, 
that gift of God winch had been taken away 

by man; Ihe. tbiiHeeiilh g'lVSI eipndity uiuier 

the law, with the right to the equal protection 
of the low | the fifteenth guaranties Impartial 

luill'rage, and each give* to OoUgl CSS the power 
to enloree, it, 

It would be well for relmniutf prodlgata to 

look sit. these amend men ti tmprovemeoti of 
their fathers' bouse. It wmild be well lor 
gentlemen who have Opposed their adoption 
and denounced them as invalid to Study ihe 
meaning of these grand provisions of oar fun- 
damental law, It would be well for all of as 
to endeavor to comprehend their profound 
meaning. It will hereafter be mora difficult 
to limit the powers of Congress than to vm 
dicate its authority, few of us can real las 
the vast reach and extentof the newly granted 
powers, Even the men who wrote and adopted 
ami ratified the amendments fun hardly see 
their grandeur, We stand too near the mount- 

aiiiM. U uiity be Niiiil Of the tiainer,': of the 

thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth srtieiea of 

amendment as was said of our forefather*) wbo 

founded the Republic whic.lt we have perfected) 

"They budded better titan tbey knew." 

I shall not follow the long lines of "ex- 
pounders" who have ventured inlo this wide 
held of unexplored powers, many of whom 

are still "in wandering mazes lost." U is 
sufficient for me thai I t^>*l in these amend* 
incuts ample authority for the proposed legis- 
lation. I would be willing <o submit the qui 
tion on the reading of the text, The facta 
before us establish a cue nomine wPhia aaeo 

and all of these amemlmeiit-;. 'I Im Ku Klc 

Klan endanger liberty, equal rights, end lav , 
partial suffrage, Lei as read the text! 

\i;;a.i XHI. 
Sbotios 1. Neither lUvery nor InvolunUrj 
itude, except iu u puouhmenl for onto*- 
tbe party ihatl aaT* U'-<->» duly oesrtotvea; »u«u »*'** 
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within the United Stales, or uny place subject to 
their jurisdiction. 

620.2. Congress shall have .power to enforce this 
article by appropriate legislation. 

Aetiolh XIV. 

Section 1. All poiTonsborn or naturalised in the 
United States, nnd subject to thejurisdiction thereof, 
are citizens of the United States mid <>(' the State 
win' re in i hey reside. No State shall make of enforce 
any law which Bball abridge tbo privileges or immu- 
nities of citieens of the United States j nor shall any 
State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property 
without due process of law, nor deny to any person 
williiii its jurisdiction the equal protection of the 
laws. •#■•■* * • * * * 

Sic. •>. The Congress shall have power to on force, 
by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this 
article. 

Aimnu-: XV. 

Sixtion 1. The right of citizens of " T '- :t ed 
States to vote sball not be dented or abrU *e 

United States, or by smy State, on aecoun - w( \ , m ^. 

color, or previous condition of servitude. ibutua, 

Skc. 2. The OongreSS.sball have power to ei.^.,;.'} 

this article by appropriate legislation. 

They all apply j but if the fourteenth stood 
alone it would sustuin ua. Even a part were 
sufficient : 

Nor [shall any State] deny to any person within 
its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 

Webster defines" deny" to mean " to refuse 

to grant;" "to withhold ; " "not to grant;" 
"as, to deny bread to the hungry; " and he 

illustrates — 

"Who finds not Providence all good and wise, 
Alike in what Ho gives and what denies?" 

Denial may, therefore, be either active or 
passive. It is more frequently passive than 
active. That of Providence is nearly always 
passive; withholding, not giving, not granting, 
is denying. And the reason is not material. 
If the State cannot grant protection, there is 
the same reason for action by the United 
States as if the State could but would not. 
May, there is more; for if the fault were in the 
wilt of" the State, that will might be changed 



by persuasion or relenting, while if the power 
be wanting help must come from without. 

Gentlemen contend that this provision will 
operate only where a State fails to pass equal 
laws and excludes a class of citizens from pro- 
tection ; but the language is, " equal protection 
of the laws." The words "the laws" imply 
existing laws; and the benefit secured is the 
"protection" of the laws, and this requires 
their execution. Unexecuted laws are no 
" protection." And this brings us to the very 
case: the States have laws providing for equal 
protection, but they do not, because either they 
will not or cannot, enforce them equally ; and 
hence a class of citizens have not "the pro- 
tection of the laws." Union men, white and 
black, are "denied" the protection of the laws 
as completely as if the laws excepted from their 
Iteration "all cases of outrage by Ku Klux 
upon Republicans, y bite or colored." 

But, Mr. Speaker, this is verbal. As I read 
these amendments they confer and guaranty 
substantial rights, privileges, and immunities, 
and empower Congress to secure them to the 
people by appropriate legislation ; and 1 favor 
the exercise of" this power whenever and where 
ever it is needed. 

I share not in the apprehensions of gentle- 
men who stand amazed at the power of the 
national Government under these amend- 
ments. Ever since they were adopted I have 
rejoiced in my heart and given glory and praise 
and thanksgiving to God that the American Re- 
public is a nation at last. The great dome of 
the Union rises' and expands to heaven, extend- 
ing over and protecting all the States, but not 
dependent on them for existence or support. 

Local authorities may fail in their duty, or be 
paralyzed or overthrown by internal convul- 
sions, but the national Government will remain 
to secure the people in their rights and pro- 
tect them in the enjoyment of life, liberty, and 
property in peace. 



